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Lady JULIA MANDEVILLE. 

To Mifs Howard, 

Belmont, Tucfday, 

O EMILY! how inconfiftcnt is a 
heart in love! I entreated Mr. 
Mandeville not to write to me^ 
and am chagrined at his too exaA obedi* 
ence : I think, if he loved as I do> he 
could not fo eaiily obey me. He writes 
to Lady Apne ; and, though by my deiire — 
VoL.IL B lam 
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I am aihamed of my weaknefs — but I wifli 
he wrote lefs often : there is an air of gaiety 
in his letters which oflfends me — He talks o£ 
balls, of parties with ladies — Perhaps lam 
iinjuH; but the delicacy of my love is 
wounded by his knowing a moment's plea- 
sure in my abfence ; to me all places are 
equal where he is not ; all amufements 
'Without him are dull and taftelefs. Have 
not I an equal right to expeft, Emily? He 
knows not how I love him. 

Convinced that this mutual paflion is 
the defignation of Heaven to rcftore him to 
that affluence he loft by the partiality of 
an anceftor and the generous loyalty of 
his family, I give way to it without re- 
ferve ; I regard my love as a virtue ; I 
am proud of having diftinguifhed his me- 
rit without thofe trappings of -wealth 
which alone can attraft common eyes. His 
idea is for ever before me; I think 
with iraofport of thofe enchanting mor 
' • juents — 
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ments — Emily, that week of tendcir con- 
fidence u all my life, the reft is not worch 
numbering Jn my exiftence. 

My father to-night gives a ball to Lord 
Melvin, with whom I am again unwillingly 
obliged to dance. I wi(h not to dance at 
all ; to make this facrifice to the moft be- 
loved of men: why have I not courage 
to avow my fentiments, to declare ho 
alone — This Lord Melvin too, I know 
not why, but I never fee him without 
horror. 

O Emily! how do all men fink on the 
comparifon ! he feems of a fuperior rank 
of beings. Your Julia will never give her 
hand to another ; flie fwcars this to the 
dear bofom of friendfliip. 

This detefted Lord Melvin is at the 

door ; he will not let me proceed ; he tells 

me it is to a lover I am writing; he fays 

B 2 this 
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liiis in a raaniter, and with a tone of voice 
—he looks at me with an carneftncfs — Lady 
Anne has alarmed me — Should my father 
intend -»- yet why (hould I fear the moft 
cruel of all afts of tyranny from the moft 
tender and indulgent of parents ? 

I feel a dejeftion of fpirits on this fub- 
jeft, which does injury to my father*s 
goodnefs: perhaps it U no more than the 
natural effe£ls of abfence on a tender and 
unexperienced hearts 

Adiau ! I am forced to finUb my letter* 
All good angek guard and prefcrve my 
JEmUyj 

Towrs^ 

/ JlfLIA MAKDEVILLSt 



to 
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To the Earl of BfiLMONr. 

WITH all my affcaion for Lord 
T , I am hourly fliocked by 

that'moft unworthy of all fauhs, his haugh- 
tinefs to inferior fortune, however diilin- 
gui(hed by virtue, talents, or even the more 
ihining advantage of birth. Drefs, cqiu- 
page, and the over-bearing affurance which 
Weahh infpires, ftrike him fo forcibly, that 
there is no room ia his foul for that efteem 
which is a debt to modeft merit. 

We had yefterday to dine Mr» Herbert, 
one of the mod amiable men I ever faw ; 
his perfon was genteel, his countenance at 
once expreffive of genius and worth, which 
were rendered more touching to me by 
that penfive look, and irrefoluie air, which 
are the conftant attendants on an adverfe 

feuTttiflLe. . Lord T returned his bow 

B' J almofl: 
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almoft without looking at him ; and con- 
tinued talking familiarly to a wretch with 
whom no gentleman would converfe, were 
he not m after of fix thoufand pounds a year : 
the whole company, inftrufted in his fituation 
by the fupercilious air of the mafter of the 
houfe, treated him with the fame negleft, 
which I endeavoured to confole him for, by 
every little civility in my power, and by 
confining my attention entirely to him ; 
when we parted, he afked me to his houfe 
with a look full of fenfibility ; an invita- 
tion I ihall uke the firft opportunity of ac- 
cepting. "^ 

When the company were gone, I a/ked 

Lord T the charafter of this ftrangA*. 

" Why really,'^ faid he, " I believe he is in 
" himfelf the moft eftimable man in my 
" neighbourhood : of a good family too ; 
" but one muft meafure one's reception of 
" people by the countenance the world 
" ihews them ; and he is too poor to be 

" greatly 
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*^ gfeatly €areffed there. Befklcs, I am not 
^ fond oif being accqnainted with unhappy 
'* people J they are very apt to aflcfayors/' 

"Isitpoffible/'faidI, « my Lord/' in- 
terrupting him haftily, " you can avow 
" fentiments like thefe ? why are you raifed 
*' by Providence above others ? why in- 
^' trufted with that wealth and confequence 
" which might make you a guardian angel 
*' to the unhappy ? where is my chaife ? 
** I wil} return to Belmont, where affliftipn 
*' ever finds a ready audience ; where ad- 
** verfity is fure of being heard, though 
'* pomp and equipage wait/* 

Lord T — ' — fmiled at my eameflncfsj 
and praifed the generofity of my fenti- 
ments, which he aiTured me were his at 
my age : he owned, he had been to blame ; 
" but in the world,'* faid^ he, " Harry, we 
" are carried away by the torrent, and aft 
^ wrong every mdment mechanically,meerly 
'i'. B 4 "by 
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** by feeing others do the fame. However^ 
" I ftand correfted ; asd you fliall have no 
** future reafon to complain of me.'* 

He fpoke this with ao air of good humor 
which reconciled us; and has promifed td ac- 
company me in my viCt to Mr. Herbert, 
which I have infilled (hall be the firft we 
pay, and that he fliall beg his pardon for 
the behaviour of yeflerday. 

Is it not ftrange, my Lord, that men 
whofe hearts are not bad can avoid thofe 
whofe charafters do honor to their fpecies, 
only becaufe fortune denies them thofc 
outward diftinftions which wealth can give 
to the lowed and mod defpicable of 
mankind ? 

Surely, of all human vices^ pride is the 
mod deteftable I 

I am, &c. 

H. Makp£vill£# 

To 



Lidy^ Ju'l i a M a m c e rtt t e.^ > ^ 



To Henry Mandeville, Efqj 

CA N I plajr with the anxiety of a ten- 
der heart? Certainly, or I (hould 
not be what I am, a coquette of the firft 
orders Setting afide the pleafure of the 
thing, and I know few pleafanter amufe- 
jnents, policy dilates this condud ; for there 
is no poffibility of keeping any of you with- 
out throwing the charms of dear variety 
into one*s treatment of you : nothing cloys 
like continual fweets ; a little acid is abfo* 
lutcly neceffary. 

I am juft come from giving Lady Julia 
fbme excellent advice on the fubjeft of her 
paflion for you. " Really» my dear,** faid I, 
" you are extemely abfurd to bluflb and look 
" foblifti'about loving fo pretty a fellow as 
" Harry Mandeviile, handfome, well made, 
" lively, elegant ; in the true claflical ftile, 
** and approved by the connoiffeurs, by Ma- 
B 5 " dame 
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" dame le Comteffc de — hcrfelf, whom 
*' I look upon to be the grcateft judge of 
" male merit on the face of the globe. 

" It IS not for loving him I am angry with 
** you, but for entertaining fo ridiculous a 
** thought as that of marrying him. You 
" have only one rational ftep to take ; marry 
•* Lord Melvin, who has title and fortune, 
** requifites not to be difpenfed with in a huf- 
'* band, and take Harry Mandeville for your 
•* cecisbeo/* 

The dear creature was immenfely dif- 
pleafed, as you, who know the romantic turn 
of her imagination, will eafily conceive. 

Oh, I had almoft forgot: yes, indeed, 
you haVe great right to give yourfelf 
jealous airs : we have not heard of your 
coquetry with Mifs Truman. My cor- 
telpondent tells me, there is no doubt of 
its being a real pafCon on both fid^es, and 

that 
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that the Truman family have been making 
prirate enquiries into your fortune. I 
ihewed Lady Julia the letter, and you can- 
not conceive how prettily (he blulhed, 

.But, to be grave, I am afraid you have 
nothing to fear from Lord Melvin. You 
muft forgive my making ufe of this ex- 
preiSon ; for, as I fee no poffibiMty of far- 
jnounting the obftacles which oppofe your 
union with Lady Julia, I am too much a 
friend to both, not to wifli eamcftly to 
break a connexion which has not a (hadow 
of hope to fupport it. 

But a truce to this fubjeft, which is not 
a pleafant one to either of us. 

I'told you in my lafl I had fomething to 
fay to you. As I am your confidante, you 
muft confent to be mine, having a little 
prefent occafion for your fervices. You are 
to know, my dear Harry, that, with all 
B 6 my 



) 
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my coquetry, I am as much in loTe.as your- 
felf, and with, almoft as little profpeft of 
fuccefs; this odious money is abfolntely the 
bane of us true lovers, and always contrrres 
to ftand in our way. 

My dear fpoufe then, who in the whole 
courfe of our acquaintance did but one 
obliging thing, being kindly determined I 
Ihould neither be happy with him nor with- 
out him, obligingly, though nobody knows 
this but myfelf and the caro BellvJUe, made 
my jointure what it is', on condition I never 
married again : on obfervance of which 
condition, it was to be in my power to give 
the eftate to whoever I pleafed at my death f 
but, on a proof of my fuppofed future mar- 
riage, it was to go immediately to a niece 
of his, who at his death was in a convent 
in France, who is ignorant of this condi- 
tion, and whofe whole prefent fortune 
fcarce amounts to fifteen hundred pounds. 
She is both in perfon and in mind one of the 

moil 
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moft lorely of women^ and has an aSeftion 
for me, ^ich inclines me to diink ftie would 
come mto meafures for my fake, which I 
ihaH make it her intereft to acquiefce in for 
her own. 

Bellville*s fornme is extremely mode- 
rate ; and, if I many him at prefent, I (hall 
not add a fhilling to it: his income will re- 
mam mftaiu qu9y with the hicumbranee of 
an indigent woman of quality, whofe af- 
fairs are a little derang^^ and amongft whofe 
virtues occonomy was ncTcr one of the 
moft obfenrable. He would with tranf- 
port marry me to-inorrow, even on tbeic 
hard conditions; but how little fliould I 
dcfcrve fo generous a paflion, if I fuflfered 
it to feduce him to his ruin! I have wrote 
to my niece to come to England, when I 
{hall tell her my pafTion for Bellville, and 
propofe to her a private agreement to di- 
vide the fortune, which will be forfeited to 
her on my marriage, and which it is in my 

power 
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power by living fingle to deprive her of for 
ever. Incapable, however, of injaftice> I 
have at all events made a will, dividing it 
equally between her and Bellville, if I die 
unmarried: I have a right to do this for the 
man I love, as my father left thirty thoufand 
pounds to Mr. Wilmot, which in equity 
ought to be regarded as mine, and which is 
all I deiire on the diviiion : ihe therefore, 
by my will, has all (he ever can expeft, even 
from the ftri^left juftice; and ihe can ne- 
ver, I think, hefitate between waiting till 
my death and at my mercy, and receiving 
at the prefent the utmoft fhe could then 
hope for. 

I have heard from the Lady to whom I 
inclofed my letter, which Ihe has returned, 
my niece having left France a year ago, to 
accompany a relation into Italy, What I, 
therefore, have to alk of you is, to endea- 
vor to find her out by your Italian friends, 
as I will by mine at the fame time; that I 

may 
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may write to her to return immediately to 
England^ as I will not run the hazard of 
mentioning the fubjeA in a leuer. She is 
the daughter of the late Colonel Railings^ 
once abroad in a puUic charader^ and is 
well known in Italy* 

Belhille is not at all in the fecret of my 
fcheme ; nor did I ever tell him I would 
marry him, though I fometimes giv^ him 
reafon to hope« 

I am too good a politician in love mat- 
ters ever to put a man out of doubt tilt 
half an hour before the ceremony. The 
moment a woman is weak enough to pro-< 
mife, ihe fets the heart of her lover at rcftf 
the chace, and of confequencc the pleafurc, 
is at an end; and he has nothing to do but 
to feek a new objed, and begin the purfuit 
over again. 

I tell 
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I tell you, but I tell it in confidence, that 
if I find Bell Haftings, if (he comes into my 
fcheme, and my mind does not change,! may 
perhaps do Bellville the honor. And yet, 
when I refleft on the matter; on the condi* 
tion of the obligation, •* fo long as ye both 
«* (hall Ywe'—Jefu Maria! Only think of 
promifing to be of the fame mind as long as 
one lives! My dear Harry, people may talk as 
ihey will, but the thing is utterly impoffibIc% 
AdieUf mon eher ami. 

A. WiLMOT. 



To Geokge Mordaunt, Efq; 

I HAVE already told you I came hith|». 
with a view of engaging Lord T- ^ 

intercft in fupport of thofe views on which 
all my hopes of happincfs depend. The 
friendftiip he has ever profeffed for me ha? 
been warm as that of a father, I was con- 
tinually with him at Rome, and he there 

^ prcffcd 
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jxrefled me to accept thofe fervices I then ne« 
ver expeftcd to have occafion for. Till 
now content with my fituation, love firft 
raifed in me the fpirit of ambition, and de- 
termined me to accept thofe offers. In a 
former letter, I told you I was going to fol- 
low Lord T * into the garden, to com- 
municate to him my purpofe of pufliing my 
fortune in the world ; on which I had be- 
fore given general hints^ which he feemed 
to approve, as a kind of fpirit becoming a 
young man, warm with hope^ and not def- 
titttte of merit* 

On revolving my fchemeasi approached 
iiim, it appeared fo romantic^ fo void of 
all rational hope, that I had not refolution 
to mention it^ and determined at leaft to 
fufpend it till better digefted, and more 
fitted to bear the cool eye of impartial 
reafon; in thefe fentiments I fliould ftill 
have remained, had not a letter from Lady 
Anne Wilmot, by giving me jealoufy, de- 
termined 
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f ennined me not to defer one moment a de^ 
fign on which all my happinefs depended«r 

I therefore, with fomc hefitation, this 
morning opened all my heart, and the 
real ftate of my circumftances, to Lord 

T -, concealing only what related to 

Lady Julia. He heard me with great 
coolnefs, carelefsly lolling on a fettee ; his 
eyes fixed on a new Chinefe fummer-houfc 
oppofite the Window near which he fat, and 
made me the • following anfwer: "Your 
" views, Mr. Mandcville, feem rather ro- 
" mantic, for a matt who has no party coo- 
" nexions, and fo little parfiameritaty' in;' 
" tereft. However, you are of a good 
*' family, and there are things tp be had 
** in time, if properly recommended. Have 
" you no friend who would mention .you 
" to the minifter V* He then rang the bell 
haftily for his valet, and retired to drefs ; 
leaving me motionlefs with aflonifhment 
and indignation. 

Wc 
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We met no more till dinner, when he 
treated me with a diftant civility, the mean- 
ing of which was eafily underftood. He 
apologized, with an air of ceremony, on his 
being forced to go for a fortnight to Scarbo- 
rough, with a party, who, being all ftrangers, 
he was afraid would not be agreablc to 
me ; but, at his return, he fliould be glad of 
the honor of feeing me again. I bowed 
coldly, and took no othernotice of what 
he faid, than to order my chaife immedi- 
ately ; on which he preffed my ftay to-night, 
but in vain. The feryants leaving the room^ 
Jie was a little difconcened, but obferved, 
'* He was forry for me; my cafe was really 
^^hard; he always thought my fortune 
^ much larger % wondered at my father^s 
<< indifcretion, in educating me fo improperly 
** —people ought to confider their circum- 
^' fiances — it was pity I had no friend-^ 
** Lord Belmont, if he pleafed j but he was 

^^ fo abfurdly fond of his ind^endence.'* 

» 
Durmg 
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During his harangue^ I entirely reco- 
vered my prefence of mind j and, with aa 
air of great eafe and unconcern, told his 
Lordihip, " I was much obliged to him for 
•* curing me of a purfuit fo improper for a 
*' man of my temper: that the liberal offers 
*' of fervice he had formerly made me at 
•* Rome had betrayed me into a falfe opi- 
** nion of jhe frieudfhip of great men.; but 
** that I was now conTinced of what value^ 
" fuch profdfions arc, and that they are only 
** nude where it feems certain they will ne- 
•* ver be accepted — that it was impoifible 
*< his Lordfliip could judge properly of the 
*^ condud of a man of my f ather^s chata^er 
<* — that I was proud of being (on to the 
** raoft exalted aiid generous of mankifi(% 
^« and would not give up that honor to be 
** firft minifter to the firft prince on earth — 
** that I never fo ftrongly felt the value of 
^^ independeiice as at that moment, and did 
'^ not wonder at the value Lord Belmont fet 
^ on fo incftimable a bleiling/' 

I came 
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I came away without waiting for an an- 
(wer, and flopped at an inn about ten miles 
oiF, where I ain now waiting for one of my 
fervants, whom I left behind to bring me 
^ letter I expeft to-day from Lady Anne 
Wilnnot. 

And now, my dear Mordaunt, what 
will become of your unhappy friend? The 
flattering hopes I fondly entertained are 
difperfmg like a flittmg cloud. Lord 

T 's behaviour has remoTcd the veil 

which love had fpj;ead over the wildnefs of 
my defigUj and convinced me that fuccels 
is impoflible. Where or to whom (hall I 
now apply? — Lord T—- ^ was him on 
whofe friendftiip I moft depended; whofe 
power to fcrve me was greateft, and whofe 
profdSions gave me mod right to expefi his 
fervices. 

I here for ever give up all views — Can I 
then calmly give up the hopes of Lady 

Julia? 
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Julia? I will go back, confefs my paiEoo 
to Lord Belmont, and throw myfelf on that 
goodnefs whofc firft delight is that of 
making others happy. Yet can I hope he 
will give his daughter, the heirefs of fuch 
-affluence — Difinterefted and noble as he is, 
the falfe maxims of the world — Mordaunt, 
I am bom to wretchednefs — ^What have I 
gained by infpiring the moft angelic of wo- 
men with pity? I have doomed to mifery 
her for whofe happinefs I would facrificc 
my life. 

The fervant I left at Load T 's is 

this moment arrived; he has .brought me 
a letter- — I know not why, but my hand 
trembles, I have fcarce power to break the 
feal. 



« To 
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^* To Henry Mandeville, Efq; 

^^ Summon all your refolution, my dear 
^ Mr. Mandeville — fure my fears were 
** prophetic— ^o not be too much alarmed 
** — Lady Julia is well ; ihe is in tears by 
'* me; fhe difapproves her father's views; 
*' fhe begs me to affure you, her heart is not 
" lefs fenlible than yours will be to fo cruel 
" a ftroke; begs you not to return yet to 
** Belmont, but to depend on her afFeftion, 
" and leav^ your fate in her hands. , 

*' The inclofed letters will acquaint you 
** with what I have beco (ox fome time ia 
" apprehenfion of. With fuch a defign for 
'• his daughter, why did my Lord bring you 
'*,tQ Belmont? fo formed to infpire love as 
** you both are, why did he expofe you to 
*' danger it was fcarce poffiblc for you to 
" cfcape ? 

"But 
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•* But it is now too late to wilh you had 
«* never met; all my hopes are in your re- 
" folution ; I dare cxpe£t nothing from 
Lady Julia's." 



" To the Earl of Belmont* 

September xo» 

** My Lordu 

^* Your Lordfhip's abfence, and the 
^ death of my mother, which renders my 
*' eftate more worthy Lady Julia, "has hi- 
" therto prevented my explanation of an 
^ unguarded expreffion, which I find has had 
** the misfortune to difpleafe you. I am far 
" from intending — your Lordfhip entirely 
** nuftakesme — ^no man can bcmorc fenfible 
•^ of the honor of your Lordihip's alliance, 
** or of Lady Julia's uncommon perfections: 
'^ but a light way of talking, which one na- 
^^ turally acquires in the world, has led me 

*' mndc- 
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" undefignedly into fome appearance of dif- 
" refpeft to a ftate, of the felicity of which 
** I have not the leaft doubt. 

" I flatter myfelf your Lordfliip will, oti 
"cooler reflexion, forgive an* unguarded 
/* word, and allow me to hope for the ho^ 
'* nor of convincing you and the lady, by 
" ray future condi^ft, that no man has 
" a higher idea of matrimonial happincfs, 
« than, 

« My Lord, 

" Your Lordfliip's 

« Moft devoted 

" and very obedient fcrvant, 

" FONDVILLE.'^ 

VoL.IL C «To 
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*' To Lord Vifcount Fondville* 

" My Lord, 
^^ I readily admit your Lord(hip*s apolo- 
" gy, as I am under no apprehenfion any 
" man can intend to flight the alliance of 
^* one who has always endeavored his cha^ 
** rafter Ihould be worthy his birth, and 
** the rank he has the honor to hold in 
" his country. 

" As t love the plaiqefl dealing in affairs 
" of fuch confequence, I will not a moment 
^ deceive your Lordfliip, or fuffer you to en- 
'* gage in a purfuit, which, if I have any in^ 
*^ fluence over my daughter, will prove, un- 
" fuccefsful ; not from any difefteem of your 
** Lordfhip, biitbecaufe I have another view 
*' for her, the difappointment of which would 
" deftroy all my hopes of a happy evening 
" of life, and embitter my lafl hours. I have 
" long intended her, with her own appro- 
" bation, which her filial piety gives me no 

" room 
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*' room to doubt, for ttie fon of my friend, 
^* the heir of an earldom, and of an aflSiuent 
" fortune J and, what I much more value, of 
** uncommon merit, and one of the firft fa- 
** milies in the kingdom. 

" I amfureyour Lordfliipwill not endea- 
" vor to oppofe a defign, which has been 
" long forfned, is far advanced, and on. 
^^ which I have fo much fet my heart* 

^ I am, my Lord, 

** with great regard, ' ' 

** Your Lordlhip's very obedient 

*' and devoted Servant, 
" Belmont. 

" I have long, my dear Mr. Mandeville, 
^* fufpefted my Lord's defign in favor of 
" LordMelvin, of which there is not now 
" the leaft doubt. Our coming away from 
" his father's on his arrival, was a circum- 
C 2 •'fiance 
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" ftance whkh then flrack me extreme- 
" ly. Lady Julia's ftay there, on this fup- 
'^pofition, would have been ill fuited to 
" the delicacy of her iex and rank. Yet J 
" amaftoniflied my Lord has not fooner told 
'^ her of it : but there is no accounting for 
*' the caprice of age. How (hall I tell ray 
." dear Mr. Mandeville my fentiments on 
" this difco very! how fhall I, without wound- 
*^ ing a pafllon which bears no reftraint, hint 
" to him my wilhes, that he would facrifice 
" that love, which can only by its continu- 
" ance make him wretched, to Lady Julia's 
" peace of mind ? that he would himfelf af- 
" fift her to conquer an inclination which 
** is incompatible with the views which the 
" moll indulgent of parents entertains for 
^^ lier happiness ? views, the difappointment 
" of which, he has declared, will embitter 
" his laft hours ? Make one generous eiFort, 
«* my amiable frieud ; it is glorious to con- 
** querwhereconqueil is mod difficult: think 
<* of Lord Belmont's friendfliip, of his al- 

" moft 
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** moft parental care of your fortune ; of the 
** pleafure with which he talks of your vir- 
** tues, and it will be impoffible for you 
*^ to continue to oppofe that defign on which 
** his hopes of a happy evening of life are 
" founded. Would you deny a happy even- 
•' ing to that life to which thoufands owe 
** the felicity of theirs ? 

" It is from you, and not Lady Julia, I 
•* expefl: this facrifice : the confideratiou 
•* which will moft ftrongly influence you to 
" make it, will for ever prevent her ; it pains 
** me to wound your delicacy, by faying I 
. ** m^eanthe difference of yourfortunes. From 
" a romantic generofity, ihe will think her- 
" felf obliged to that perfeverance, which 
** the fame generofity now calls loudly on 
" you to decline. If you have greatnefs 
" of mind to give up hopes which can never 
« be accompliflied, time and abfence may 
** affift Lady Julia's filial fweetnefs, and 
" bring her to a compliance with her fa- 
C 3 '/ ther's 
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" ther's >vill. Believe that, whilft I write,. 
" my heart meks with compaffion for yoai 
" both ; and that nothing but the tendered 
** friendfliip could have urged me to fo pain- 
" ful a talk. I am, &Ca 

" A. WiLMOT.**' 

O Mordaunt! till now I was never truly- 
wretched. I have not even a glimpfe of hope* 
remaining. I muft give up the only wi(h for- 
which life is worth my care, or embitter the 
laft hours of the man who with unequaled* 
generofity has pleaded my caufe againft 
himfelf, and declined a noble acquifidon of 
fortune, that it might give confequence, and>. 
as be thought, happiaefe. to me. 

But Lady Julia ! — Heaven is my \ritnefs,- 
to make her happy, I would this moment 
give up all my rights in her heart. I would 
myfelflead her to the altar, though the 
fame hand the next moment -« Mordaunt, I 
will promife, if fiie requefts it, to confent' 



Lady Julia Mandeville. 31 

to her marriage ; but I will not to furvivc 
it. My thoughts are all diftraftion r— I can- 
not write to Lady Anne — I will write to 
the mofl lovely of women — flie knows not 
the cruel requeft of her friend — her love 
difdains the low confideration of wealth — 
bur hearts were formed for each other — 
ftt knows eve^ry fentiment of my foul — 
flie knows, that were I monarch of the 
world — O Mordaunt, is it poffible — can 
the gentle, the indulgent Lord Belmont — ^ 
but all confpires to undo me : the beft, the 
niofl: mild of mankind is turned a tyrant to 
make me wretched. I will know from her- 
felf if flie confents : I will give up my own 
hopes to her happinefs j but let me firll be 
convinced it is indeed her happinefs, not 
the prejudices of her father, to which I 
make fo cruel a facrifice. 

I have written to Lady Julia, and am 

more calm : I have mentioned Lady Anne's 

requeft : I have told her, that, though with- 

C 4 but 
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out hope, if I am ftill bleft in her affeftion, 
I will never refign her but with life : but if 
flie can be happy with Lord Melvin, if ftic 
a/ks it, fhe is this moment free. I have 
entreated her to confult her own heart, 
without a thought of me ; that I would die 
this moment to contribute to her peace ; 
that the firft purpofe of my life is- her hap- 
pinefs, with which my own Ihall never come 
in competition : that there is nothing! will 
ever refufe her, but to ceafe to think of 
her with adoration ; that if fhe wilhes to 
marry Lord Melvin (great Heaven! is it 
poffiblc (he can wifli it?) I will return to 
Italy, and carry far from her a paffion 
which can never ceafe but in the grave. 

I will wait here an anfwcr, and then de- 
termine where to go. 



To 
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To Colonel Bellville. 

Thurfday, 

EMILY HOWARD came laft night. La* 
dy Julia and (he are reading natural 
hiftory with my Lord^ and examining but- 
terflies wings in a microfcope ; a pretty in- 
nocent amufement to keep young ladies out 
of mifchief : I wifli my Lord had thought 
of it fooner, it might have been of great 
ufe to Lady Julia :' if one is but amufed, it 
is of no great confequence whether by a 
butterfly or a Ibven 

Vaftly fevere that laft fentence; it muft 
be allowed, I have a pretty genius for 
fatire. 

My Lord certainly intends Lady Julia for 
Lord Melvin. I have wrote Harry a ridi- 
culous wife letter, perfuading him to facri- 
C 5 ficc 
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fice his own paffion to my Lord's caprice? 
and giving him advice which I Ihould hate 
him if I thought him capable of following^ 
How eafy it is to be wife for any body but 
one's felf ! I fuppofe Harry could with great 
calmnefs preach on the imprudence of my 
attachment to you. 

We are going to a ftrolUng play to-night. 
My Lord encourages diverfions on his 
eft ate, on the fame principle that a wife 
Prince protefts the fiae arts,, to keep his 
people at home^ 

We had a family to dine here yefterday,> 
who are very agreable people, and to* 
whom my Lord (hewed a particular atten-^ 
tion. Mr. Barker, the father, is the moft 
bearable man I have feen in this country ; 
and the daughters taftly above the ftile of 
the miffes here : Lady Belmont intends 
to take them this winter with her to town, 

as 
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as flie does every year fome gentleman's 
daughter in her neighbourhood. 

Adieu! I am peevifh beyond meafure, 
and fcarce know what I would be at. Have 
you hever thefe kinds of feels? never fret- 
ful you cannot tell why ? It is well for you, 
you are not here : a lover and a favorite 
lap-dog have a dreadful life on thefe occa- 
fions ; or indeed any animal we can ufe ill 
with impunity. Strangely fevcrc to-day j 
do not you perceive it ? 

Six o'clock. 

Ten thoufand times more peevifh than 
ever : we have juft had a vifit from " the 
*^ beft ki nd of wom an in jhe_ world," and 
her daughter, " an amiable and'^accom- 
" plifhed young lady," who writes verfes 
and journals, paints, makes fhell-flowers, 
cuts paper, and has " every qualification 
" to render tlie marriage ftate happy ;*' 
C 6 talks 
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talks of the charms of rural retirement, the 
pleafures of reflexion, the beauties of the 
mind ; and fings, " Love's a gentle generous 
** palSon^'* It was not in nature to have 
flood it a quarter of an hour. Heaven 
be praifed ! the play hour is come, and the 
coaches are at the door. 

Eleven o*(dock. 

We have leen them enaft Juliet and Ro*- 
meo. Lady Julia feemed to fpmpathize with 
the heroine : 

•* riLnot wed Paris ; Romeo is my huf- 
"band.^^ 

Suona nottt^ 



To 
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To Colonel Bellville. 

WE have been all extremely bufy to- 
day, celebrating a harveft-home ; 
a long proceffion of our vilkge youths, all 
drcft gaily in fine fliirts, adorned with rib- 
bands, paired with the handfomeft of the 
country girls, in white jackets and pet- 
ticoats, garlands of flowers and wheat-ears 
on dieir heads, their rakes ftreaming with 
various coloured. ribbands, which glittered 
in the fun-beams, preceded the harveft cart j 
on which, in a bower of green boughs, 
flood a beautiful little girl^ dreft in the 
rural ftile, with inimitable elegance, by the 
hands of Lady Julia herfclf. The gay 
proceffion walked flowly through the vil- 
lage ; a tabor and pipe playing before them, 
till they came before the houfe, where they 
danced a thoufand little ruftic dances, the 
novelty of which charmed me extremely : 

they 



38 the HIS TORT of 

they then adjourned to the hall, where a 
plentiful feafbwas provided, and where the 
whole village were that night my LordV 
guefts^ 

Lord Belmont is extremely fond of all- 
thefe old cuftoms, and will fuflFer none of 
them to be left off on hiseftate. "The pro- 
" fpeft of this feftivity,'* he fays, " chears 
" them in their labor, and is a laudable tri- 
" bute of gladncfs to that beneficent Being*, 
" to whofe bounty we owe the full reward 
" of our toil, the plenteous harveft, and who 
** rejoices in the happinefs of his creatures. 

" Befides/' fays my Lord, " all thefe 
" amufements encourage a fpirit of matri* 
•* mony, and increafe the number of my 
•* people.'' 



.« 



" And pray, my dear Lord, do they en- 
courage no other fpirit?'* 
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** No, Madam ; Lady Belmont's anger 
•• and mine would, infuch a cafe, they know^ 
•* contrary to that of the worldj fall chiefly 
•* where it ought, on the feducer, who would" 
^* be for eveF expelled my eft ate, the heavieft- 
" punifliment I could pofliBly inflift. Thcn,^ 
** as I am a declared enemy to intcrcfted 
•* marriages, the young pecq)kare allowed ta* 
" chufe for themfelves, which removes the 
** temptation to vice, whicB is generally 
** caufedby thefliameful avarice of parents.* 

^ Our example too is of great fervice, an* 
** aHures them to a regular behaviour; they 
•* think that muft be the happieft life, which 
** we, who have the power of chufing, pre- 
** fer ; and therefore it is the fafliion amongft 
^ them to be regular, and feek their hap- 
^ pinefs, as we do, at home.*' 

I believe my Lord is right : f am we!l 
preafed too, he throws the blame on you 
he-wretches, and excufes the poor lafies. 

Is 
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In the eye of the world it is to be (uve toufe 
au contraire ; but my Lord and Lady Bel-s- 
mont are fo fingular as to fee with their, 
own eyes. 

Adieu ! We are air to go dbwa one. 
dance with the villagers ; and' I hear the. 
tabor and pipe. 

OHi^avens! a coach and fix, theMan- 
deville livery! a running footman! it muft 
be Lady Mary; I will enquire. It is her- 
fclf ;, my Lord flies, to receive her in the. 
court ; Lady Belmont and Lady Julia are. 
at the door ; (he alights ; I never faw her 
before; her figure is ftrildhg, full of digni- 
ty, and that grace which is almoft loft in 
this generation ; flie enters the houfe,, lean- 
ing on my Lord. I am grieved Harry is 
gone; I wiftied her to be fome time wirfi 
him; flie only juft faw him as he came 
through London in his way to Belmont*^ 

2 But 
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But I muft go to pay my refpefts. 
Adieu ! 



To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

Tuefday, September 14* 

AS I was fitting alone this morning at 
the inn looking out at a window, I 
faw ride into the yard Mr. Herbert, the 
gendeman to whom I took fo ftrong an in- 
clination at Lord T 's, and for whofe 

charadler I have the higheft efteem. He 
faw me, . and, fpringing eagerly from his 
horfe, fent to know if I would admit him» 
He came, and, after exprefling fome furprize 
at feeing me there, on my telling him I 
had left Lord T — r— 's, and waited there a 
few days for letters, he infifted on my 
fpending that time at his houfe, in a man- 
ner which was impofQble for me to refufe. 
As we rode^he apologized for the entertain- 

me^it 
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ffient r (hould meet with ; wifhed for a 
larger fliare of the gifts of fortune, that he 
might: receive his friends m a manner more 
fbitedto hisdefires; but faid, " if he knew 
** me, the heart of the hoft was all I {hould' 
** care for; and that I (hould relifli thchome- 
" ly meal of chearf ul f riendlhip, as well as the 
** fplendid profufion of luxury and pride/* 

We arrived ata nfeat houfe, with a fittle" 
romantic garden behind it, where we were 
received by Mrs; Herbert with that bofpi^ 
table air which is infeparable from real be*- 
nevolence of heart. Her perfon was ex- 
tremely pleafing, and her drefs elegantly 
plain. She had- a little boy fitting by her,, 
lovely and pJayfuL as^ a Cupids 

Neatnefs and propriety prefided' at our 
frugal meal; and, after a little defert of ex- 
cellent fruit from their garden, Mr. Her- 
bert took me the tour of his eftate, which 
oonfifts of about fevcnty acres, which he 

cultivates 
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cultivates himfelf, and has cmbellilhed with 
€very thing that can make it lovely : all has. 
the appearance of content and peace : I ob- 
fcrved this to him^ and added, " that I infi* 
^ nitely envied his happinefs/' He flopped, 
and looked earneftly at me; "I am indeed,*' 
faid he, ** happy in many things ; and, 
^ though my fortune is greatly below my 
" birth and hopes, I am not in want : things 
" may be better ; till then, J bear them as I 
** can: my wife, whofe worth outweighs all 
*' praife, combats eur ill fate with a fpiritl 
** cannot always imitate ; for her, Mr; 
** Mandeville, for her I feel with double 
^ kcennefs, the flings of adverfity^' 

I obferved him too much affefted to piir*- 
fiie the fubjeft farther; I therefore changed 
it, and returned to the houfe : but I will 
not leave him till I am inftruftedhow to 
draw the worm of difcontent from one of 
die wonhiefl of human bofoms. 

Write 
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Write to me here. I fhall ftay till I 
know when my father will be in the coun* 
try. Adieu ! 



To Colonel Bellville* 

Wednefday* 

I AM charmed with Lady Mary ; her ad> 
drefs is eafy, polite, attentive ; fixe is tall, 
brown, well made, and perfeftly graceful ; 
her air would infpire awe, if not foftened 
by the utmoft fweetnefs and affability of 
behaviour. She has great vivacity in her 
looks and nxanner j her hair is quite white; 
her eyes have loft thetr kftre, yet it is 
eafy to fee Ihe has been very handforae ^ her 
hand and arm are yet lovely, of which Ihe 
is not a bttle vain : take her for all in all, 
ihe is the fineft ruin I ever beheld. 

She IS full of anecdotes of the Queea's 
ume, chofen with judgement, and told with 

ipirit^ 



Lady Julia Makdeville. 45 

fpirit, which make her converfation infi- 
nitely amufing. She has been faying fb 
many fine things of Harry, who by the way 
ftrongiy refembles her, that I begin to think 
the good old Lady has a matrimonial defign 
upon him : really not amifs fuch a fcheme; 
fine remains, an affluent fortune, and as to 
years, eighty is abfolutely the beft age I 
know for a wife, except eighteen. She 
thinks him, what is extremely in his favor, 
very like her brother, who was killed at the 
battle of Almanza. 

She has the talkativenefs of age, which, 
where there is fenfe and knowledge of the 
world, I do not diflike ; Ihe is learned in 
genealogy, and can tell you not only the in- 
termarriages, but the family virtues and 
vices, of every ancient houfe in the king- 
dom ; as to the modern ones, ihe does not 
think them worth ftudying. I am high in 
her favor, becaufe my blood has never been 
contaminated by a city marriage. She 

tells 
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tells me, the women of my Family have al- 
ways been famous for a certain eafe and bon 
air, which flie is glad to fee is not loft; and 
that my grandmother was the greateft or- 
nament of "C^een Mary's court. 

She has a great contempt for the prefcnt 
Tace of beauties; fays the very idea of grace 
is almoft loft, and that we fee nothing now 
but meer pretty women ; that flxe can only 
account for this, by fuppoiing the trifling 
turn of their minds gives an infignificancc 
to their perfons; and that Ihe would ad-» 
vife them to learn to think and aft, in or- 
der to their being able .to look and move 
with dignity. " You, nephew,'* fhe fays, 
" who remember each bright Churchill of 
•^^ the galaxy, will readily come into my 
** opinion." 

She does me the honor, however, to fay 
I am the moft graceful woman ihe has feen 
fmce the Queen's time^ 

She 
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She is a great politiciaiij and fbmething 
inclined to be a tory^ though ihe profefles 
jiierfeft impartiality; loves the King, and 
idolizes the Queen, becaufe &ke thinks (he 
fees in her the fweet affability fo admired 
in her favorite (^een Mary — forgiven 
the cits for their oppofition to peace, be- 
xaufe they get more money by war, the cri- 
terion by which they judge every thing : 
but is amazed nobles, born guardians of 
the juft rights of the throne, the fountsdn 
of all their honors, Ihould join thefe in- 
terefted Change-alley politicians, and en- 
deavor, from private pique, to weaken the 
liands of their fovereign : but adds, with a 
figh, " that mankind were always alike, and 
" that it was juft fo in the Queen's time. 

" But pray, nephew, tlus Canada; — I 
." remember, when Hill, was. fenr againft it 
" in the Queen's time, it was thought of 
" great confequence; and two or three years 
" ago pamphlets were wrote, I am told, by 

" men 
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" men very well bom, to prove it was the 
" only point we ought to have in view ; but a 
" point in which we could fcarce hope to 
" fucceed. Is it really fo trifling an acquifi- 
" tion? and how comes the nature of it to be 
" fo changed now we are likely to keep it V* 

" The terms of peace talked of. Madam,*' 
faid Lord Belmont, ** if we confider them 
" in the only juft light, their relation to 
" the end for which war was undertaken, 
" ate fuch as wifdom and equity equally 
" dilate. Canada, confidered merely as 
" the pofleflion of it gives fecurity to our 
" colonies, is of more national confequence 
*' to us than all the Sugar-iflands on the 
" globe: but, if the prefent inhabitants are 
" encouraged to flay, by the mildnefs of 
" our laws, and that full liberty of con- 
" fcience to which every rational creature has 
" a right ; if they are taught, by every ho- 
" neft art, a love for that conftitution which 
" makes them free, and a pcrfonal attach- 

" mcnt 



Lady Julia Manpeville. 49 

** ment to the bcft of princes ; if they are 
*^ allured to our religious worfhip, by fee- 
*' ing it in its genuine beauty, equally re- 
** mote from their load of trifling ceremo* 
^' nies and the uiiornamented forms of the 
'^ diflenters : if population is encouraged ; 
" the wade lands fettled ; and a whale 
** fifliery fet on foot : wc fliallfind it, confi- 
*• dered in every light, an acquifition bc- 
** yond our moft fanguine hopes.*' 

O Cielf I am tired. Adieu! 

A* WiLMOT, 

To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

I AM ftill with Mr. Herbert, whofe ge- 
nius, learning, aud goodned of heartY 
make him an honor to human nature it** 
felf : I ihall never know peace till I find a 
way to render his fituation more worthy of 
his character* 
Vol. II. D It 
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It was With great diiOScuIty I drev^ from 
him the following fljort Account of him- 
felf. 

^* There is nothing. ia my paft life but 
^^ what is, I fear, too afual to be wordi rc- 
** lating. Warmth of temper, and the va- 
** nity of youth, ffeduced me into a circle of 
** compaA'y not to be kept up by one of my 
** fortune at a lefs price than ruin ; and the 
** fame vanity, whh inexperience and a f alfc 
5* opinion of mankind, betrayed me into 
** views not lefs deftru6live. 

*^ My father imhappily died when I was 
*^ about nineteen, leaving me at college, 
^^ mafter of my own aftions, of the littk 
«* cftate you fee, and of four thoufand 
^* pounds ; a fom I then thoi^ht inexhauC- 
•* tible. The reputation of fuch a fum in 
•* my own power drew about me all the 
^* worthlefs young men of fafliion in the 
Vuniverfity, whofe perfuafiona and exam- 

*' pies 
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" pies led me into a train of expence to 
"which my fortune was far from being 
** equal; thcyflattered thofetalents of which 
" I thought but too wdl myfelfj ?Lnd cafily 
" perfuaded mc I only wanted to be known 
" in the great world, to rife to what height I 
^* pleafed« I accompanied them to town, 
*^ full of the idea of r^ng my fortune, to 
** which they affured me nothing fo much 
** comributed as the appearance of being 
^* perfefily at eafe. To this end 1 launch- 
'* ed into every ^xpence they propofed ; 
** drefs, equipage, play, and every fafliio- 
" nable extravagance. I was well received 
^^ every where, and thought my -defigns in 
*^ a profperous way. I found my fortune 
^* however decaying at the end of two years, 
" but had not courage to enquire into par- 
** ticulars ; till, drawing upon my banker 
" for money to pay fome debts I had un- 
" warily contraft^, he told mc he had al* 
" ready paid the whole. 

D a ^«It 



52 The HISTORr tf 

" It was feme time before he could con- 
•' vincc me of this j but, finding his ac- 
" counts had all the appearance of exaft- 
" nefs, I was obliged to acquiefce, and went 
" home in an agony of defpair. Unable to 
" quit a way of life which was become ha- 
" bitual, and which it was now impofllble 
" to fupport without dilhonefty, there is no 
" defcribing my feelings. After revolving 
' " a thoufand different fchemes in my imagi- 
" nation, I determined to conceal the fitua- 
** tion of my affairs, to fell my eftate, and, 
^' before that money was gone, prefs my^ 
** great friends to ferve me. 

". I applied to my banker, who undertook 
" to fend me a purchafer ; but, before I had 
" compleated my de fign,I received by the poft 
" a bank note of five hundred pounds, the 
". fum I was indebted in town : with a letter, 
" in a hand unknown to me, reprefenting, in 
'^ the moft delicate manner, the imprudence 
" of my pad conduft, the madneis-pf my 

" views, 
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'* ricws, and the certain confequences of ray 
** parting with this my laft flake: intreating 
*♦ me, by the memory of ray parents, to pre- 
** ferve this facred depofit, Ais little reraain 
^ of what their tender care had left me. 

" Melted with this generofity, ft ruck with 
** the juft reproof, yet chained down to that 
^^ world which had undone me; convinced, 
•* yet irrefolute; I ftruggled with ray own 
"heart to determine on retiring into the 
** country; but,topoftponeaslangaspolfiblc 
" a retreat which I eould not bear to think 
^ of, refolved firft to try my great frienJ?., 
** and be certain of what I had to hope for. 
^* I reprefented to them the neceffity of im- 
** mediately attempting in earneft to pufla 
*• my fortune ; and, preffing them clofely, 
*^ found their promifes were air. They tallc- 
^ ed in general terms of their efteem for 
'^ me, of my merit ; and each of them ex- 
** preffed the warmeft defire of feeing me 
** ferved by any means but his own. In order 
D 2 "to 
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" to animate their languid friendihip, I difco- 
" Tcred to them the real ftate of my aflFairs ; 
" and from that moment found myfelf avoid- 
*' ed by them all : they dropped me by de- 
" grees; were never at home when I called ; 
** and at length ceafed even to bow to me 
" in public. Afhamed of their own bafeuefs 
*^ in thus cruelly deferting me after leading 
•* me into ruin, moft of them fought to ex-- 
" cufe it by blackening ray charafter ; whilft 
" the beft of them aflfefled coldly to pity 
** me, as a vain foolifh fellow, who had un- 
" done himfelf by forgetting his own pri^- 
*^ meval iituation, and arrogantly prefuming 
** ta live with them. 

<* Bunung with indignationj I determined 
'^ at once to break the bands which held me 
^^ captive* I fold my equipage, difcharged 
" my debts, and came down to this place, 
*^ refolved to find out to vehom I had been 
•* fo obliged, and, by living on half my in- 
«( Gomei to repay this generous benefaAor. 

« I took 
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** I took lodgings in a farm-houfe, and 
•* foon found that peacfeof mind to which! 
** had long been a ftranger. I tried erery 
'** methcki to find out to whom I was indebted 
•^ for an aft of fuch exalted friendfliip, but 
*^ in vain ; till one day, a relation being prc- 
** fent of whom I had fome fufpicion, I re- 
" lated the flory, as ot another, keeping my 
^' eyes fixed upon him : he remained perfeft- 
*** ly unmoved ; biit, happening to turn my 
^* head, I faw a tonfufion in the air of *a 
*' young lady in the room with whom I had 
** been bred in the greateft intimacy, which 
*^ excited all my attention. She faw me ob- 
«< ferve her, and a blu^fli overfpread her 
'^f cheek, which convinced me I had found 
^* the qbje^ of my fearch. ^ changed the 
f* jfubjeft^ and the next morning made her 
** a vifit, when I with great difficulty drew 
" from her., a confeffion, that, having long 
^* Jiad a tender efteem for me, fhe had, Ipy 
f f a frkftd in town, .."vyatch.^d all my anions ; 
D 4 !' tliac 
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** that my banker had applied to that veiy 
'* friend to purchafe my eftate ; on which, 
** ieeing me on the brink of abfolute ruin, 
" Ihc had taken what appeared to her the 
** moft probable means to prevent it; and 
•* was fo happy as to fee flie had fucceeded* 

" I dare fay I need not tell you this nobte 
•* creature was my dear Mrs. Herbert ; the 
** fmallnefs of whofc fortune added infinitely 
** to the generofity of the aftion, what (he 
*' had fent me being within a trifle her all. 

" I loYed, I addreffed her, and at length 
'* was fo happy as to call her mine- Bleft in 
** the moft exalted paffion for each other, a 
" paflion which time has rather increaf^d 
" than abated, the narrownefs of our circuni'^ 
•* ftances is the only ill we have to complain 
" of; even this we have borne with chear- 
" fulnefs, in the hope of happier days. A late 
•* accident has, however, broke in upon that 
•* tranquillitywith whichHcaveti has hitherto 

'' blefled 
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'* bleffed us. It is now about fix months fince 
** a lady, who tenderly efteemed us both, 
^* fent for me, and acquainted me Ibe had 
" procured for me, of a gentleman.whofe fa- 
^ mily had been obliged to her, a. living of 
** above three hundred pounds a year, ii> a 
*^ beautiful fituation;, and defired I would 
** immediately take orders^ As I was ori- 
•* ginally educated with a view to the church, 
" I confented with inexpreffible joy ; blcffisg 
" that Heaven which had thu&^rewarded my 
" Sophia's generous, affeftion, and given us 
" all that was wanting to qompleat our hap- 
" pinefs* 1 fet out for London with' an ck- 
*' uking heart; where, after being ordained, 
" I received the prefentation, and Went down 
" to take poffeffion^Thehoufe wa& large- and 
" elegant, and betrayed me into furnifhing 
'* it rather better than fuited my prefent cir- 
^ cumilances; but, as I determined on the 
" utmoft frugality for fome years, I thought 
" this of little confequence^ . I fipt men 10 
" work in the garden; and wroitc my v^i^ipan 
D 5 ' " account 
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*^ account of our new refidence, which tnade 
"her eager to haften her removal. Hie day 
" of myeommg for my family was fixed, 
** when my patron came down to his feat^ 
•* Which was ^Within fight of the rcftory r I 
*^ waited t)n him, and farad him furrounded 
" by wretches- to whom it was fcarce poffible 
** to gite the name of hnman j profligatej^ 

. ** abandcmed,loft even to thefenfe of fhame; 
** their converfation wounded reafon,Tirtue, 
" politenefe, and all that mankind agreed to 
•^ hold fetred. My patron^ the wealthy heic 
f ^ of a Weft Indian, was raifed above them. 
•* only by fortune and a fuperior degree o£ 
^* ignora^fe ind favage infenfibility. He re- 
** ccived'me with an infolence which I found 
** greatdifficnlty infubmittingto; and, after 
** fome brutal general reflexions on the cler- 
" gy, dafed'to utter expreffions relating to 
*^ the beauty of my wife, which fired my foul 
** with indignation: breathlefe with rage,*! 
** bad not power to reply; when, one of the 

• f -itoffipafiy fpeftkirig low to him, he anfwered 
V "aloud,. 
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^ aloud, * Harkjcm,iJeffbett, this fabck- 
v^' head thinks a parfgn a gentleman; and 
^ wonders at my treating as I j^ajEs a fcl* 
^ bw who eats my bread.* 

'•^ * I wai fooner want bread, Sir^ faid% 
>( ofing, xhan owe it to the xooft jcoatempft-^ 
^ ible ofmankiod. Tour liviog isonce.more 
♦' at your xiifpofal ; I xefign all right to it^ 
" before this company/ ^ 

•* The pfeafiire of having aSed as I ought 
** fwelled my bofom with confcious delight,. 
•* and fupported me till I reached home, when? 
** my heart funk at the thought of what my 
•'Sophia might feel from the difappoint^ 
•* ment. Our affairs tea were a little em* 
'^ barrafled^ from which mifery I had hoped 
** to be fet free ; iiiAead of which, my debts 
'^ were increafed. MrJkAaBde?ille,if youne- 
' ^'Terknew the hoprorsof being indebt, yon 
'^^ can form no ideaocif trhat it is to breathe 
^ *^ the air at themercy pf aoother i to labor,, 
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•< to ftrugglc to be juft, whilft the cruel 
** world are loading you with the guilt of 
•* isjuftice* 

** I entered the houfe, filled mth horrors: 
«< not to be concehred. My wife met me%ith 
^^ eager enqmries about our future refidence, 
'' and with repeated thanks to that God who 
•* had thus gracioufly beftowed on us the 
^< meansofdoingjuilice to all the worlds Yoa 
'* will imagine what I felt at that moment:. 
*• inftead of replying, I related to her the 
^^ treatment I had met with, and the charaAcr 
** of him to whom we were to be obliged ; 
*' and aiked her,, what ihe would wiih me to 
** do? * Refign the living, faidflie, and truft to 
*^ that Heaven whofe goodnefs is over all his 
*• creatures/ I embraced her with tears of 
^' tender tranfport,andtoM her I had already 
" done It. We wrote to the lady to whofc 
.*^* friendihip we had beoi obliged for the 
^ prefe&tatioB ; and ihe had the greatnef$ of 
^* mind not to diiapprove my conduft^ Wc 

"have 



Ladf Julia Mandeville* 4t 

•* havefinccpraftifcdjfcmorcfeycrcfrugantjrt. 
^ whieh ve are determined not to relax tilt 
" what we owe isfuUy difcharged : time will, 
^ we hopej bring about this end, and remove 
^ the load which now opprefles^my heart. 
^^ Determined to troit to Heayea and our 
^ induftry» and to aim at independence 
^ alone, I haye avoided all acquaintance 
^^ which could interfere with this only ration- 
** alplan : but Lord T — , feeing me at thc. 
^ houfe of a nobleman whdfe virtues do 
^^ honor to his rank, and imagining my 
" fortune eafy from my cordial reception 
^ there, invited me earneftly to his feat; 
** where, having, as 1 fuppofe, been fince 
" undeceived as to my iituatioo, you were- a 
«* witne& of his unworthy treatment of me :: 
** of one defcended from a femily noble as^ - 
•* his own, liberally educated, with a fpirit 
** equally above meannefs and pride, and a 
•• heart which feels too fenfibly to be hap- 
«* py in a world like this* 

<*Ohl 
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♦* Oh! MnMaiidevilie I wiiat can yoit 

^^ thkk of him, who^ inilead of pimring out 

^^'his foul ia thankfalnc^ to HeaietLfdr 

•** thofc advaatj^ges 'fecieijoys by bis gbod- 

'♦' nefs above his feQfow«*creatures,^ makda 

'^ ufe of them 4jo ^'wound the bpfom. of the 

^^ v^retcbed^ ^md add doable bitteme&ixx 

** theicup of adtcriky I * 

•' The real evils. o£a nairrow fortuneiafe 

** tnfling ; its iworft pangs fpriog from the 

** unfeeling cruelty otothers : itjs\ttot al- 

**^^ ways that philofophy can raife us above 

.^ the proud mj^n'scoiatumely, or thofe thou- 

/«< fand dpfiihs 

*^' Which patient merit of th* unworthy 
** takes. 

"■•You, Mr. Mandeville, are young, and 
*^5 full of probity ; your own heart wJUmif- 
^* lead you, by drawing too flattering- api'<^^ 
•* ture of others: the world is gay before 

« you ^ 
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** you ; and, blinded by profperity, yoit 
•« hate nerer yet feen it as it b. I have 
•* heard you with infinite concern hint de- 
** figns too like my own ; let me intreat, let 
" ffle conjure. ycMi, to pofitby Hiy exaipple^ 
" if peace is worth your care, be content 
" with your paternal fortune, however 
^ final! ; nor, by raflily launching on the 
*^ flattering fea of hope, hazard that j(hijp- 
** wreck which I have fuffered.'* 

Mordaunt, is not this the voice of Heaven ^ 
I will return to thebofom of independence, 
and give up defigns in which it is alraoft 
impoilible for modefl: worth to facceed« 

My father is in town ; I will go to him 
when he returns; his advice flialldeterminc 
my future condufl. 

A letter from Lady Julia: oiy fcrvant 
has this moment brought it from Lord 

T-^ *s, whither I defired it to be direfted ; 

^ not 
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not chilling to let them know I have put air 
end to my viCt, left Lord Belmont ihould 
infUt on my return.* 



^ To Henrtt Maxoetille:, E% 

^^ In what words (hall I aflure the moft 
•* amiable of men he has nothing to fear 
" from Lord Mehin ? If he knows my heart, 
^ he knows it incapable of change; he knows, 
^ not his own generous fpirit more difdains 
" the lowconfideration of fortune ; heknaws 
" I can have but one wifli, that this acciden- 
** tal advantage was on his fide, that he might 
** tafte the tranfport of obliging her he loves.. 

•* My duty, my gratitude to the beft of 
♦^^^ parents, forbids my entering into prefent 
" engagements without his knowledge; nor 
^ will I make future ones, which would have 
^ in viiew an event on which I cannot think 
^ without horror: but his commands, were 

•'he 
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*' he capable of afling fo inconfiftently with 
" his paft indulgent goodnefs, would be in^ 
" fuflBcient to make me give my hand to 
*' Lord Melvin, when my heart is fixedly 
" anothcr*s. 



** I may, perhaps, afliime courage to owa 
" my fenfibility, a fenfibility juftified by fuch 
" merit in the objeft, to the tendereft of 
" mothers and friends : in the mean time, 
*' defer your return to Belmont, and hope 
« every thing from time, my father's friend* 
** fhip, and my unalterable efteem^ — efteem 
•* did I fay f where did I learn this coldne& of 
^* expreffion? let me own, though I am co* 
*^ vered with blulhes whilft I write, it h 
" frommy love, lay ardent love, from apaffioa 
** which is the pride and boaft of my life, 
** that the moft charming of mankind ha* 
** every thing to hope 5 if his happinefs dc- 
** pends on my ajBfedion, he ia happy.. 
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*' You Ihallhear o^ me by Lady Anne 
'^ and my beloved Emily ; at prefent, yoii 
" will not aik to hear from me. 

"Adieu!" 

O Mordaunt ! how fliall I reftrain the 
wild tranfportsofmy heart! " her love, her 
" moft ardent love !'*-^hbW could I fufpeft 
her truth? — no, my friend, I alkno morej 
I will not return to Belmont ; certain of her 
tendernefs, I fubmit, without repining, to 
her commands* 

Unable, however, to rcfift the defire of 
feeing ^icar her, I will ga privately to a lit- 
tle fs^m, four miles fromJBdxnont, of which 
it has.a view ; which is rented by ?in old fer^* 
Tant of my father's, whofe fan is in love 
li^ithone of Lady Belmont's maids, and from 
'Whom I fhall hear daily accounts of Lady 
Julia; as it is near the road, I -may even 
have a chancer of feeing her pafe by. 

IfhaU 
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I ihall leave my fervants at the inn, and 
order all my letters hither : Mr. Herbert 
will convey them to me, and keep the fe- 
cret of ray retreat. 

Great Heaven I I Ihall to-night be near 
her ! I fhall behold the turrets of Belmont! 
it is even pofljble I may fee the dear objeft 
of all my wilhes. A thoufand fweet ideas 
rife in my mind. My heart dances with 
pleafure. 

Mordaunt! flie loves me; fixe will never 
be another^s. 

Thispaffion abforbs m6 wholly: I had 

almoft forgot sry friend; go to my bank^- 

er*s ; take a hitndred pounds, a;id fend it 

by the poft to Mr. Herbert, without letting 

him know from whom it comes. Why i$ 

i\m trifle all that it is in my power to do for 

Worth like his? If a happier fate — but 

let me ndt encourage the fanguine hopes 

of youth* 

I will 
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' I will introduce him to Lord Belmont, the 
friend of virtue, the fupport of the unhap^ 
pyy the delegate of Heayen itfelf. Adie^l 

Your faithful 

H. Mandeviliev 



To Colonel: Bellville^ 

Thurfdajr^ 

A PRETTY fentimental letter your laft^ 
and would make an admirable figure 
in a true hiftory of Celadon and Urania!— 
Abfblutely though, Bellville, for people 
who have fenfibility,. and* fo? little profpeft 
of coming together in an honorable way> 
We are a moft extraordinary pair of loTcrsv 
And yet the world — iprepos to the world, 
a French author I am reading fays^ " A wife 
" writer, to divert the fury of crimcifm from 
^' his work;s, ihould throw it now and then 
^ an indifcretioQ in his condud to^ play 
" with,^ as feamcn do a tub to thewhale.f*^ 



f^ady Julia Mandevills. £9 

Do not you thiok this might be an ufe- 
f ul hint to US beauties i If I treat the good 
old ladies fometimes ivith a little impru- 
^lence in regard to you^ my complexion 
may efcape the beuer for it* 

We are juft returned from a party on the 
'water, which, like moft concerted parties, 
turned out exceedingly dull ; we had gilded 
barges, excellent mufic, an elegant repaft, 
and all that could inyite pleafure amongft 
us ; . but whether her ladyQiip be a true 
coquette, flying fafteft when purfued, or 
what is the reafon I know not, but certain 
it is, one feldom finds her when one goes 
to feek her ; her vifits are generally fpon- 
taneous and unexpefted ; ihe rejefts all in- 
vitations, and comes upon you in her own 
way, by furprize. I fet oflF in high fpirhs, 
my heart beating with expeftation, and ne- 
ver paiTed a more languid day ; I fancied 
every moment would be pleafanter, but 
found the laft hour as fpiritlefs as the firft. 
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I few chagrin and difappoiatnaent ia tlic 
eyes of half the company/ cfpccially die 
younger part of it. Lady Julia fcemed to 
fay, '^ All this would be charming, if Har- 
«* ry Mandeviile Was here." My own ideas 
were fomething fimilar ; I could not keep 
my imagination from wandering a little to 
Grofvenor-ftreet. Moft of the mifles were 
in the fame fituation, whilfl the good old 
people fecmed perfeftly fatisfied ; which 
convinces me that, at a certain time of life, 
there is no pleafure without the heart ; 
where that is untouched, and takes no part 
in your amufements, all is ftill life and 
vegetation : it is in vain to expeft enjoy- 
ment from outward objefts, where the foul 
is from home. 

I miffed my fweet Harry exceedingly; 
for, though not a lover, he is a divine fel- 
low 5 and there is fomething vaftly amufing 
in having fo agreable an objeft before one's 

^^^* Whenever 
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Whenever I make a party of pleafure, 
it (hall confift all of lovers, *rho have not 
met for a twelvemonth. 

Who fliould we meet on our return, but 
Fondville, in a fupcrbharge, full of compa- 
ny, dying at the feet of the cittadina, who ♦ 
was finging a melting Italian air ! Yes, we 
are to be L;a,dy Vifcountefs Fondville ; all is 
agreed, the cloaths befpoke, our very gar- 
4^Fs interwoven with coronets. Iihallgetx>ff 
before the days of vifitation, for there will 
be no fopporting Madame la Vtcomtejfe. 

I have been talking half an hour tete ^ 
tite with Lady Mary, and have let her into 
the fecret of little Weftbrook's paflion for 
Harry : (he drew up at the very mention ; 
was aftonilhed that a creature of yefterday 
<ould think of naixing his blood with that 
of Mandeville^ and declared itic knew but 
twenty houfes in Europe into which fhe 
fliould ever confeht to Harry's m^rying. 

I took 
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I took this opportunity of giving a hint 
of his inclination for Lady JuUa^ but am 
doubtful whether {he underftood me. Oh ! 
that he had Lord Melvin's expe£lations ! 
But why do I wifh for impoffibilities? Let 
xne rather wifli, what is next to impoflible, 
that Lord Belmont would overlook die want 
of them I 

Adieu i 



To Colonel Bellville, 

Thurfday evening. 

/\ CI EL! une avanturef Making ufe 
of the fweet liberty of Belmont, 
which has no rule but that of the Thele- 
mites, " Do what thou wilt/' I left them 
after dinner to fetde family affairs, and or- 
dered my chariot to take a folitary airing : 
an old cat, however^ arriving jufl as it 

came 
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came to the door, who is a famous profi- 
cient in fcandal, a treat I am abfolutely de« 
prived of at Belmont; I changed my mind, 
and aiked her to accompany me, that I 
might be amufed with the fecret hiftory of 
all the neighbourhood. 

She had torn to pieces half a dozen of 
the prettieft women about us, when, pafling 
through a little Tillage about fix miles from 
Belmont, I was ftruck with the extreme 
tieatnefs of a fmall houfe and garden near 
the road ; there was an elegant plainnefs 
in the air of it, which pleafcd me fo much 
that I pulled the firing, and ordered the 
coachman to flop, that I might examine it 
more at leifure. I was going to bid hirrt 
drive on, when two women came out of an 
arbor, one of whom inftantly engaged all 
iny attention. 

Imagine to yourfelf in fucli a place all 

that is graceful and lovely in woman ; an 

Vol, II. E elegance 
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elegance of form and habit ; a dignity of 
deportment; an air of. delicate languor 
and fcnfibility, which won the heart at a 
look : a complexion inclining to pale ; the 
fineft dark eyes; with a countenance in 
which a modeft forrow, and dignified dejec- 
tion, gave the ftrongeft indications of fuffer- 
ing merit. 

My companion, feeing the apparent par- 
tiality with which I beheld this amiable 
objeft, began to give me her hiftory, 
embittered by all the virulence of malice; 
which, however, amounted to no more, 
than that ihe was a ftranger, and that, as 
nobody knew who fhe was, they generoufly 
concluded Ihe was one whofe intereft it was 
not to be known. 

They now dreW nearer to us ; and the 
charming creature, raifing her eyes, and 
ihen firft feeing us, exclaimed, " Good Hea- 
V Ten ! Lady Anne Wilmot ! is it poffible ! ** 

1 now 
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I now regarded her more attentively ; and, 
though greatly changed Cnce I faw her, 
knew her to be Bell Haftings, Mr. Wilmot's 
nieee, whom I had been long endeavoring 
to find. I fprotig from the chariot to meet 
her, and need not tell you my tranfport at 
fo unexpefted a rencounter. 

After the common enquiries on meeting, 
I expreffed my furprize at finding her 
there, with a gentle reproach at her un- 
kindnefs in being in England without let- 
ting me know it. She bluflied, and feem- 
ed embarraffed at what I faid ; on which I 
changed the fubjeft, and preffed her to ac- 
company me immediately to Belmont, the 
place on earth where merit like hers was 
moft fure of finding its beft reward, efteem. 
She declined this propofal in a manner 
which convinced me Ihe had fome parti- 
cular reafon for refufing, which I doubted 
not her taking a proper time to explain, 
and therefore gave it up for the prefent. 
£ 2 I in-* 
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I infifted, however, on her promifing to go 
with me to town ; and that nothing but a 
matrimonial engagement fhould fcparate 
her from me. There is no defcribing the 
excefs of her gratitude ; tears of tender 
fenfibility {hone in her eyes; and I could fee 
her bofom fwell with fenfaiions to which 
flic could not give utterance. 

An hour paffed without my having 
thought of my meagre companion at the 
gate. I was not forry for having acciden- 
tally mortified the envious wretch for her 
fpite to poor .Bell. However, as I would 
not defignedly be (hocking, I fent to her, 
and apologized for my negleft, which I 
^xcufed from my joy at meeting unex- 
peftedly with a relation for whom I had the 
tendereft friendftiip. The creature alighted, 
at my requeft ; and, to make amends for 
. the pifture flie had drawn of my amiable 
niece, overwhelmed her with civilities and 
expreffions of cfteem, which would have 

incrcafed 
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increafed my contempt for her, if any thing 
in nature could. 

After tea we returned, when I related 
my adventure, and, though fo late, could 
fcarce prevail on Lady Belmont to defer 
her vifit to Bell till to-morrow. She hopes 
to be able to prevail on her to accompany 
vs back to Belmont. 

Jdio, caro. 



To George Mordaunt, Efqr 

I WRITE thi^ from my new abode, a Httic 
fequeftercd farm, at the fide of a ro- 
mantic wood : there is an arbor in the 
thickeft grove, of intermingled j'effamines 
and rofes. Here William meditates future 
happy hours, when joined to his lovely 
Anna : he has adorned it with every charm 
of nature, to pleafethe miftrefs of his foul. 
Here I pafs my fweeteft hours ; here Wil- 
£ 3 liam 
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liarn brings me new$ of Lady Julia ; he is 
this moment returned ; he faw her walking 
to the ruftic temple, leaning on Emily How- 
ard : he tells mefhe fighedas ihe paffed him. 
Oh ! Mordaunt ! was that figh for me ? 

Not certain Lady Julia would forgive 
my being fo near her, or a concealment 
which has fo guilty an air, I have enjoined 
William fecrccy even to his Anna, and 
- bribed it by a promife of making him hap- 
py^ My letters therefore come round by 
]^r. Herbert's, and it is three days before I 
receive them. I have not yet heard from 
Bclwiont, or my father. I am fuppofcd to 
be mil at Lord T 's* 

Ever an cnthufiaft from warmth i>f 
heart and imagination, my whole foul is 
devoted to Lady Julia. I pafs my days in 
carving that loved name on the rinds of the 
fmootheft trees ; and, when the good old 
man retires to his refti William and I fteal 

forth^ 
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forth, and ride to the end of Belmont 
Park, where haymg contemplated the dear 
abode of all that earth contains of lovely, 
and breathed an ardent prayer to Heaven 
for her happinefs, I return to my ruftic re- 
treat, and wait patiently till the next even- 
ing brings back the fame pleafing employ- 
ment. 

Since I left Belmont, I have never known 
happinefs like what I now feel. Citato 
of her tendernefs, tranquillity is reftored to 
my foul : for ever employed in thinking of^ 
her, that painful reftraint which company 
brought is removed ; the fcenes around me, 
and the dear folitude I enjoy, are proper 
to flatter a love-lick heart ; my paffion is 
foothed by the artlefs expreilxon of Wil- 
liam's ; I make him (it hours talking of his 
Anna : he brings me every day intelligence 
of my angel ; I fee every hour the place 
which flie inhabits. Am I not moft happy ? 
Her idea is perpetually before me ; when 
E 4 I walk 
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I walk in thefe fweet (hades^ fo refembiln^ 
thofe of Belmont, I look round as if ex-» 
peffing to behold her; I ftart at every 
found, and almoft fancy her lovely form in; 
nay view. 

Oh! Mordaunt! what tranfport do I 
find in , this fVeet delirium of love ! how 
eagerly do I cxpeft the return of evening ! 
could I but once again behold her ! onca 
3gain fwear eternal piaflxoU'^I have a thott^ 
fand things to fay.. 



To 



Lady JTulta KTAM^Djj^TXxtE. 8i: 



. To Colonel: Bx^iyiLLE* 

Tuefday moraingw 

I HAVE this moment a letter from Bell 
Haftings, which I fend you : I wifli her 
here, yet know not how to prefs it after fo 
national an apology. 



** To Lady Anne WiLMOTr- 

5* Before I abfolutcly accept or refufe 
**your Ladyfhip's generous invitation/ 
^ allow me to account to you for my being 
** in a place where you fo little, expefted ro' 
^ find me ; but which I am continced you- 
^* will acqjiiefce in my continuing in, whcn^ 
** you know the motives which- induced .me' 
^ to. make choice of it* 

£5, ^'Whea 
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^* When my uncle married your Ladyfhrp^ 
** you may remember he left me in a convent 
^ atParis,whereIftaidtillhisdeath. Ifliould 
" then have returned; but, having contraft- 
** cd a very great friendfhip for a young 
•* lady of the firft quality in England, (he 
" preffed me to continue there till her re- 
** turn, which was fixed for the year fcJlow- 
•* ing. About three months before we in- 
•* tended to leave Paris, her brother arrived, 
** cm which occafion Ihe left the convent, 
^* and went to fpend her remaining ti^me 
" with an aunt who then rcfided in France, 
** and who, being told I had ftaid the laft 
^^ year in complaifance to her amiable neicej 
•* infifted on my accompanying her. To 
** fpare a long narrative of common events, 
" the brother of my friend became pafiion- 
*' ately in love with me, and I was fo unhap- 
*f py as to be too fenfible to histendemcfe r 
" he. entreated me to conceal our attachment 
" from his fifter for the prefent ; profeffed 
*^ the mod honorable defigns ; told me, he 

« did 
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" did not doubt of bringing his father to 
,** confent to a marriage, to which there 
" could be no objeftion that was not founds 
" ed. in the moft fordid avarice, and on 
'* which the happinels of his life depended. 

" The time of our intended return to Eng- 
*• land drawing near, he employed, and fuc- 
** cefsfuUy, the power he had over my heart 
" to influence my acceptance of an invitation 
*^ given me, by a friend of my mother's, to 
•' accompany her to Florence, where I pro- 
•* mifed to flay till his return from Rome. 

" Too much in love, as he faid, and I 
" weakly believed, to fupport a longer ab« 
^' fence, he came in a few months to 
" Florence : we were then in the country 
** with a Florentine Nobleman, whofe lady 
" was related to my friend, to whom he 
" was ftrongly recommended, and who gave 
*' him an invitation to his villa ;. which I 
*' need not tell you he accepted^ We faw; 
Ed «eacL 
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" each othcF ccMitinuaUy, but under a re- 
*' ftraint, whicb, whilft it increafeJ our 
•*• mutual paflion, was cquaHy pamful to 
•* both. At kngth he contrived to ^ive me* 
•* a letter, preffing me to fee him albne ia 
** the garden at an hour he mentioned. I 
^ went, and found the moft beloved of meir 
^ waiting for me in a grove of oranges. He 
" faw me at a diftance : I flopped by ao in*' 
•* voluntary impulfe ; he ran tome; he ap- 
•* proached me with a tranfpoit which left- 
" me no room to doubt of his aiFeftion. 

** After an hour fpent m vows of everlaft- 
•* ing love, he preffcd me to marry him pri- 
" vateiy ; which- M refufed with an air of 
^ firmnefs but little fuited to- the ftate of 
** my heart, and protefted no confideration 
** iliQuld ever induce me to give him my. 
" hand without the eonfent of his father.. 

•* He expreffed great refentment of a re- 
♦* foiution^ which, he affirmed^ was incon- 

^fiftcnt: 
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^ fiftent with a rcaF pmdfaf'; pretended 
' •* jcaloiify of a young Nobleman in the 
•** hoirfei and artfully * hinted at returning 
' ^ immedrately to England ; then, foftening 
•"•* his voice, implored my compafBon, vowed 
•* he could not live without me 5 and i'a 
•* varied his behaviour from rage to the 
♦' moft feducing foftricfs, that the fear of 
•* difplcafing him who was dearer to me 
•* than life, affifted by the tender perfualivc 
•* elpquenec of well-diffembled love, io far 
^ prevailed over the diftates of reafon and 
•* ftrift honor, that, unable to refift hfe 
** defpair, I confented to a clandeftine mar- 
•* riage r I then infilled on returning imhie- 
•* diately to the houfe, to which he conf^nt- 
^ cd, though unwillingly, and, leavinjgf "tae* 
•* with all the exulting raptures of fuccefs* 
•* fill love, went to Florence to prepare a. 
•* prieft to unite u^ promifing to return witb^ 
•* him in the morniligf : the next day paffed,. 
^ and the next, without my hearing of him j. 
^ a. whole week elapfed in the fame manner!. 

" Convinced, 
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" Convinced of his afFeftion, my fears wece 
" ail for his fafety; my imagination pre- 
** fente^ danger in .every forp ; and, no 
*' longer able tp- fupport the texrors of nay 
" mind,, filled with . a thoufaAd • dreadfiil 
*' ideas, I fent a fervant to enquire for him 
*' at the houfe where he^ lodged,, who 
/* brought me word he had left Florence 
'* the very morning on. which I expefted h}s 
" return. Thofe only who have loved lilce 
*' me can conceive what I felt at this news.; 
** but judge into what an abyfs of mifery I 
•* was plunged, on receiving a few houi;s 
" after a letter from his fifter, preffing njc 
^* to return to her at Paris, where, fixe was 
" ftill waiting, in compliance with orders 
" from home for her brother, who was to 
" accompany her to England direftly, to 
** marry an heirefs for whom he had ^ been 
^* long intended by his father ;. ihc aclaed 
" that I muft not lofe a moment, for thw 
" her brother would, before I could receive 
•* the letter, be on the road to Paris. 

'^ Rage,. 
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** Rage, love, pride, rcfentment, mdigna* 
•* tion, now tore my bofom alternately. Af- 
•* ter a conflift of different pafSons, I deter- 
*' mined on forgetting my unworthy Iotcfj^ 
•* whofe negleft appeared to me the con- 
** temptible infolence of fuperior fortune : 
" I left the place next day, as if for Paris ; 
** but, taking the neareft way to England, 
** came hither to a clergyman's widow, who 
^* had been a friend of my mother's ; to 
•* whom I told my (lory, and with whom I 
^* determined to ftay concealed, till I heard 
** the fate of my lover. I made a folemn 
" vow, in the firft heat of my rcfentment, 
** never to write to him, or let him know 
'' my retreat ; and, though with infinite 
^' difficulty, I have hitherto kept it. But 
" what have I not fuflFered for this conduft, 
** whkh, though my reafon dilates, my 
^' heart condemns! A thoufand times have I 
" been on the point of difcovering myfelf to 
•* him, and at leaft giving him an opportuni- 

•*^ty 
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^ ty of vindicating himfelf. laccufe myfelf* 
^ of injuftice in condemning him unheard,^ 
•^. and Qn appearances ^hic)^ roight be £alfe# 
*\ So weak is a heart in love, that, though,. 
^ when 1 chofe my place of retreat, I was 
** ignorant of that circumftance, it was with' 
•* pleafurc, though a pleafiirc I endeavored^ 
** to hide from myfelf, that I heard it was 
•* only ten miles from his father's feat. I 
*' ought certainly to have changed it on- 
** this knowledge, but find a thoufand 
plaufible reafons to the contrary, and am^ 
but too fuccefsful in deceiving myfelf. 

•* Convinced of the propriety of my ccm- 
** dutSt in avoiding him^ I am* not the. more 
•* happy. My heart betrays me, and repre- 
^ fents him continually to my imagination in* 
*' the moft amiable light, as a faithful lover, 
" injured by my fufpiciohs, and made 
^ vrrctfched by my lofs^ 

** Torn by fentiments which vary every 
^ moment ; the ftruggle? of my foul have 

^ impairedi 
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^ impaired my health, and will in time put 
*' an end to my life, to the continuance of 
^^ which without him I am perfeJUy indif^ 
** fcrent. 

** Determined, however, to perfift in a 
** conduft, which, whatever I fuflFer from it, 
** is certainly my duty, I cannot, as I hear he 
** is returned, confent to come to Belmont ; 
** whereit is fcarce poffible I (hou W fail meet- 
** ing a man of his rank, who muft^undoubt* 
^' edly be of Lord Belmont's acquaintance* . 

" Till he is married, .01: 1, am convinced I 
*• have injured him, I will, not leave this re* 
•* treat ; at leaft, I. will not appear where I 
" am ;almoil certain of meeting him whom I 
" o\jght for ever to avoid* 

•* O Lady Ann^ ! Hov? feyerc is this trial! 
•* how painful the conqueft ovef fh^ fweetcft 
«* aflfcftioas of. the human, heart ! how mor?- 
f* tifying to love V^ objeft which one has 

«* ceafed 
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** ceafed to efteem ! Convinced of his un- 
" worthinefs, my paffion remains the fame, 
" nor will ever ceafe but with' life : I at 
" once defpife and adore him: yes/m^'ten- 
•* d^rnefs is, if poffible, more lively than 
" ever ; and, though he has doomed me to 
** mifery, I would die to contribute to his 
" happinefs. 

" You, Madam, wiir, I know, pity and 
*' forgive the inconfiftencies of a heart 
" afhamed of its own weakneffes, yet too^ 
** fincere to difguife or palliate them. I am 
" no ftranger to your noblcnefsof fentimetit ; 
** in your friendfliip and coiiipaffion all my 
" hopes of tranquillity afc founded^ I will 
*' endeavor to cqnquer this ill-placed prc- 
" poffeffion, and render myfelf more wor- 
" thy your efteem. If his marriage with 
*' another makes it impoflible for him* to 
** fuppofe I throw myfelf dcfignedly itt his 
** way, I will go with you to town in the 
** winter, and try if the hurry of the world 

" can 



Lady Julia Mandeville. 91 

" can erafe his image from my bofom. If 
" he continues unconnefted, and no acci- 
" dent clears up to me his conduft, I will 
" continue where I am, and for ever hid« 
" my folly in this retreat. 
*^ I am, &c. 

•• A. Hastings.'* 

Poor Bell! how I pity her ! Heaven 
certainly means love for our reward in an- 
other world, it fo feldom makes it happy in 
this. . But why do we blame Heaven I It is 
our own prejudices, our rage for wealth, 
ouc cowardly compliance with the abfurd 
opinions of others, which robs us of all the 
real happinefs of life. 

I (hould be glad to know who this defpi- 
cable fellow is; though really it is poffible 
Ihe may injure him. I muft know his name, 
and find out whether or not {he is torturing 
herfelf without reafon. If he bears fcruti- 
nizing, our plans may coincide, and" my 
jointure make us all happy ; if not, he ihall 

have 
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have the mortification of knowing 0^ ha^ 
an eafy fortune ; and of feeing her, what 
itfliallbe my bufinefs to make her next win- 
ter, one of the moft falhionablc women and 
celebrated toafts about town. 

After all, are we not a little in the ma- 
chine ftyle, not to be able to withdraw our 
love when our efteem is at an end ? I fup- 
pofe one might find a philofophical reafon 
for this in Newton's Laws of Attraftion. 
The heart of a woman does, I imagine, na- 
turally gravitate towards a handfome, wcU- 
dreffed, well-bred fellow, without enquiry 
into his mental qualities. Nay, as to that, do 
not let me be partial to you odious men; you 
have as little tafte for mere internal charms 
as the lighteft coquette in town. You talk 
fometimes of the beauties of the mind ; but 
I fhould hi glad, as fomebody has faid very 
well, to fee one of ypu in love with a mind 
of threcfcore. 

I am. 
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I am really forry for Bell ; but hope to 
bring her out of thefe heroics by Chrilhnas. 
The town air, ^d being followed five or fix 
weeks as a beauty> will do wonders. I 
know no fpecific for a love-fit like a con- 
ftant round of pretty fellows. 

The world, I dare fay, will foon reftore 
her to her fenfes; it is impofiible fhe fhould 
ever regain them in a lonely village, with 
no company but an old woman. 

How dearly we love to nuf fe up our fol- 
lies ! Bell, I dare fay, fancies vaft merit in 
this romantic conftancy to a man, who, if he 
knew her abfurdity, would laugh at it. 

I have no patience with my own fexj for 
their want of fpirit. 

Friday night, 

O Heavens! v?ho could have thought 

it? Of all the bird* in the air, find me out 

\W Lord 
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Lord Melvin for Bell Haftings's lover : no- 
thing was ever fo charming : I tell the ftory, 
which does his bufinefs here in a moment, 
ferves my lovely Harry, and punifties the 
wretch's infidelity as it deferves. 

Adieu ! I fly to communicate. 

Saturday morning. 
All this is very ftrange to me. Lord Bel- 
mont, to whom I laft night mentioned Lord 
Melvin's connexion with Bell as a reafon 
againft his marrying Lady Julia, aflures me 
no fuch thing was ever intended ; that he 
was amazed how I came to think fo; that 
Lord Rochdale has other views for his fon, 
to which, however, he is averfe.; I am glad 
to hear this laft circumftance, and hope Bell 
has wronged him by her fufpicions. 

But who can this be that is intended for 
Laay Julia? I do not. love to be imperti- 
nent ; but my curiofity is rather excited. I 

Ihall 
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fliall not fleep till I am in this fecret; I muft 
follow jny Lord about, till I get a clue to 
direftme. ^ How fliall I begin the attack? 
*r Really,, my l-ord,'* fays I, " this furprizes 
** me extremely : I could have fwom Lord 
** MeWin was the t)4rfon yqur: Lordfhip 
** meant j if it is not him, who can it be?*' 

Yes, this will do; I will goto him di- 
reftly^— Cruelnian! how he pUys with my 
anxietyl he is gone out iuiapoft-chaife with 
Lady Julia; the chaife drove from the door 
this moment. 

I can fay not a word more; I am oh the 
rack of expeAation; 1 could not be more 
anxious about a lover of my own. 

" The heir of an earldom and of an af- 
" fluent fortune!** I have tortured my. brain 
tl^is hgur, and not a fcruple the nearer. 

Adieu ! 

To 
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To Q£ORQE MORDAVNTi £fq} 

Saturday morning* 

OH! Mordaunt! I have feen her; have 
heard the found of that enchanting 
voice; my Lord was in the chaife with her} 
they ftopped to drink fre(h cream ; William 
prefented her a nofegay ; ihe thanked him 
with an air of fw^tnefs which would have 
won the foul of a favage. My heart beat 
with unutterable tranfport; it was with dif- 
ficulty I reftrained myfelf. 

Mordaunt! I muft return j I qan pa 
longer bear this abfence: I will write this 
moment to Lord Belmont^ and own my 
paffion for his daughter : I will paint in the 
mofl: lively colors my love and my defpait : 
I will tell him I have nothing to hope from 
the world, and throw myfelf entirely on 
his friend fhip. I know the indifcretion of 

this 
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this proceeding ; I know I ought not to hope 
for fuccefs;^ but I have too long concealed 
my fentiments and purfued a conduA iui« 
worthy of my heart. 

I have written; I have fent away the 
letter. I have faid all that can engage his 
heart in my favor ; to-morrow he will rt* 
cciye my letter— to-morrow — OMordauntI 
how foon will my fate be determined! A 
chillnefs feizes me at the thought, my 
hand trembles, it is with difficulty I hold 
the pen. I have entreated an immediate 
anfwer ; it will come indofed to Mr. Her- 
bert, to whom I have wrote to bring the 
letter himfelf. On Wednefday I (hall be 
the moft happy or mod loft of mankind. 
What a dreadful interval will it be! taj 
heart dies within me at the thought. 



Vol. n. F To 
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To Lady Anne Wilmot. 

Saturday, Grofvenor-ftreet. 

CAN the moft refined of her fex, at 
the very moment when ihc owns her- 

felf fliocked at Mrs. H 's malicious 

infinuation, refufe to lilence her by mak* 
ing me happy? can flie fubmit to one t>f 
the keeneft evils a fenfible and delicate 
mind can feel, only to inflift torment on 
the man whofe whole happinefs depends on 
' her, and to whofe tendernefs (he has owned 
herfelf not infenfible ? 

Seeing your averfenefs to marriage, I 
have never preffed you on a fubjeft which 
feemed difpleafing to you, but left it to 
time and my unwearied love, to diilipate 
thofe unjuft and groundlefs prejudices 
which flood in the way of all my hopes : 
but .does not this refpe£^, this fubmii&onf 

demand 
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demand that you Ihould ftriftly examine 
ihofe prejudices, and be convinced, before 
you make it, that they deferve fuch a fa- 
crifice ? 

Why will you, my deareft Lady Anne, 
tirge your paft unhappinefs as a reafon 
againft entering into a ftate of ^hich you 
cannot be a judge? You were never mar- 
ried ; the foft confent of hearts, the tender 
fympathy of yielding minds, was wanting t . 
forced by the will of a tyrannic father to 
take on you an infupportable yoke ; too 
young to aflert the rights of humanity; 
ihe freedom of your will deftroyed; the 
name of marriage is profaned by giving it 
to fo deteftable an union* 

You have often fpoke with pleafure of 
thofe fweet hours we pafled atSudley-Fanju 
Can you then refufe to perpetuate fuch hap- 
^inefs ? are there no charms in the unre- 
ierved converfe of the man who adorejs 
F J you? 
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you? or can you prefer the unmeaning 
flattery of fools youdefpife, to the animated 
language of faithful love ? 

If you are ftill infenfible to my happi- 
nefs, will not my intereft prevail on you to 
relent I My uncle, who has juft loft his only 
fdn, offers to fettle his whole eftate on me, 
on condition I immediately marry ; a con- 
dition it depends on you alone whether I 
Ih.all comply with* If you refufe, he gives 
it it on the fame terms to a diftant relation^ 
whofe miftrefs has a lefs cruel heart. Have 
you fo little generofity as to condemn me 
at once to be poor and miferable ; to loic 
the gifts both of Jove aadfoirtuiie f 

1 have wrote to Lady Belmont to inter- 
cede for me, and traft infinitely more to her 
eloquence than my own. 

The only rational obje^on to my hap« 
pincfi, 9»y node's dilate rejuovesj you will 

brinj^ 
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bring me his fortune, and your own will 
make Bell Haftings happy : if you now 
refufe, you have the heart of a tigrefs, and 
delight in the mifery of others. 

Interrupted: my uncle: May 51II good 
angels guard the moft amiable and lovely 
of women, an<i give her to her paflionatc 

BELLVItL^, 



^4 To 



104 the HJSTORr cf 

To Colonel Bellvillje. 

Monday* 

" TTTILL you marry me, my dear 
VV "Ally Croaker?'* For ever this 
queftion, Bellville? And yet really you 
feem to be not at all in the fecrct. " Rc- 
" fpeft, fubmiffion'* — I thought you had 
known the fex better : how fhould a modcft 
woman ever be prevailed on by a refpeft- 
ful fubmiffive lover? You would not furely 
have us — 

O Heavens! a billet 1 fome defpairing 
inamorato indeed ! Lord Melvin? He is not 
going to make love to me fure. 

Very well; things are in a fine train^ 
He writes me here as pretty an heroic epif- 
tle as one would defire ; fetting forth his 
paflion for Bell Haftings, whom he has juit 
difcovered is my niece, and whom he de- 
•• ' clares 
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-clares he cabnot live without; owning ap- 
pearances are againfl him^ and begging 
me to convey to her a long tidi-didum 
letter, explaining the reafons and caufes— 
The ftory is tedious, but the fum total is 
this : " That he found at Florence the friend 
" on earth he moft loved, engaged in an 
** aflFair of bonor, in which he could not 
<< avoid taking part as his fecond; that they 
" went to the laft town in theTufcan ftate, 
" in order to efcape into another, if any 
*• accident made it neceffary to elude the 
" purfuitof juftice; that, to avoid fufjpicion, 
** he left orders with his people to fay he 
" had left Florence: that he wrote to her 
" by his valet, who was unfortunately feized 
" and confirmed, the affair being fufpefted : 
" that he was wounded, and obliged 10 ftay 
** fome time before he could return to Flo- 
" rence, when he was informed fhc had left 
" Italy ; and, though he had omitted no 
" means to find her, had never been fo 
" happy as to fucceed: had made his fifter, 
F 5 ** Lady 
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*« Lady Louifa> his. confidante, and by her 
<^ alfiftance had almoft prevailed on his fa* 
" the? to confent.** 

" Abaoft prevailed on l'*^ realty thefe are 
pretty abs! I ihall write him an extreme 
ilately anfwer, and let him know, if he 
expe^ls Mifs Haftings to do him the ho- 
nor, ki& addreis mxdk be in quite another 
ftyle : Mifs Haftings ! in blood, in merits 
in education, in every thing truly valuable^ 
and in fortune too, if I pleafe, his^ equid! 
I wilh the foolifli girl was not fo madly ta 
love with him, for I long to torture his 
proud heart: I cannot refill teazing him a 
little ; but, as I know her weaknefs> tod, 
that we muft come to at laft, I (hall be 
forced to leave a door of mercy open. I 
feall, however, infift on his family's feeking 
the match, and on Lord Rochdale's afking 
her of me in form ; I will not yield a fcruplc 
of our dignity on this occafion. 

'But 
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But I muft carry this letter to BelK 

Adieu! 

Aj5 to your fooIiAt queftion^ I may pcr- 
baps allow you to vifit at Belmont j I will 
promife no more at prefent. 

Did I tell you we all fj)cnt yeftcrday wiA 
my niece? Sh6 has the honor to pleaic 
Lady Mary, who, on feeing her at a littte 
diftance with Lady Julia and mc (no ill 
group certainly), infifted on our fitting next 
Winter for a pi^hire of the Graces dancing. 

" Or fuppofc, Madam/* faid I, " the three 
" Goddeffes on mount Ida, with Harry 
^* Mandevilk for our Paris ?*' 

Poor little Emily, being equally under 
fee for a Grace or aGoddefs, muft be con- 
tent : to be a Hebe in a fiogle piece. 

Adiof Yours, 

A^WltMlOT^ 

F 6 To 
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To Henry Mandeville, Efq; 

London t September 19. 

TH I ST event in Ruffia is moft ex- 
traordinary: but thefe fudden and 
^Violent revolutions are the natural confe- 
quences of that inftabiiiiy which muft ever 
attend deipotic forms of government. 
Happy Britaml where the laws are equalljr 
the guard of prince and people, where li- 
berty and prerogative go hand in hand, and 
mutually fupport each other; where no in- 
vafion can ever be made on any part of the 
conftitution, without endangering the whole : 
where popular clamor^ like the thunder- 
ilorm, by agitating, clears and purifies the 
air, and, its bufinefs done, fubfides* 

If this letter finds you at Lord T -% 

I would have you return immediately to 
^Belmont, where I ihall be in a few days* 

Lady 
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Lady Mary is alretdy there^ and intends to 
execute the deiign Lord Belmont mentioned 
to you, which makes your prefence therp 
abfoiutely neceflary. 

The tide of fortune, my dear Harry,, 
feems turmng in your favor ; but let it not 
4tarden your . heart .to. the . misfortunes oC 
your fellow-creatures, make you infolent 
to merit in the vale of I^umbler llfe> or tempt 
you to forget that all you poflefs is the 
gift of that beneficent Power, in whofe fight 
virtue is the only diftindlion. 

The knowledge I have of your heart 
makes thcfe cautions perhaps unneceffaryi 
but you will forgive the exceflive anxiety 
of paternal tendernefs, alarmed at the near 
profpeft of your tafting the poifon moft 
fatal to youth, the intoxicatbg cup of 
profperity. 



May 
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May Heaveir, my deareft Harry, con- 
tinue you all you are at prefent! Your fa-»- 
fter has not another wifh». 

Adieu ! 

J>.MANirEVlLLE». 



I-MJU 



To Colonel Bellville.. 

Tuefdny mornings . 

I STAID late lift night \nth Bell ; thef e 
is no telling you her tranfport: fhc: 
agrees with me, howcfver, as tathe pro- 
priety of keeping up our dignity ; and has ; 
Gonfented, though with infinite relu^bnce,, 
not to admit Lc»rd Melvia's vifits till his^ 
father has made propofals to me. She ia 
iio fee him &{l at Belmont, whither (he re*- 
moves in four or five days. Emily Howard, 
is gone, at my requeft, to fpend that inter- - 
val with her.. We have a divine fcheme 

ia 
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ill our heads, which you are not yet to be* 
Bonoredwith the knowledge oL. 

Oh! do yoa know I have this nctorning 
difcQvered why Lady Mary is a tory ? 
She has been flattered by Bolingbroke, and 
fang by Atterbury.; had Adcfifon tuned 
Bis lyre ta her praife, flie had certainly 
changed parties* I am feldom at a lois to 
explore the fource of petticoa^politics. Var 
nity is .the moving fpring in the female- 
machine, a^ Intereft is in the male. Cer- 
tainly our pcmeiple of afiioir is by inuch 
.^ more noble cQCi. 

Eleven o'clbfck.. 

♦* Lord! what is come to my mother?'* 
She is gone finiling into Lady Mary's room, 
her air is gay beyond meafure ; it is ihe muft 
fit for a. dancing Grace*. 



There 
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Paft twelre* 

There is fomething in agitation ^th 
I37hich I am unacquaiaced. Lord and Lady 
Belmont have been an hour inclofecon- 
fultation with Lady Maryt la bella Julia 
is this moment fummoned to attend them* 
This unknown loyer : I tremble for Harry : 
lliould another — 

ATmoft one» 

I have your letter i this Ruffian event 
—true — as you fay, thefe violent con- 
vulfions — yes, you are right, your reflexions 
are perfeftly juft, but my thoughts are at 
prefent a little engaged. This confulta- 
tibn, I fear, bodes Harry no good — &ould 
my Lord's authority — ^I am on the rack of 
impatience — 

The door opens ; Lady Julia comes this 
way[; flxe has been in tears ; I tremble at 

the 
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the fight — ^Bellville, they are not tears of 
forrow ; they are like the dew-drops on the 
morning ro^, fhe looks a thoufand times 
more lovely through them ; her eyes have 
a melting languiftiment, a foftnefs inexpref- 
fible, a fenfibility mixed with traufport — 
there i^ an animation in her look, a blufli 
of unexpefted happincfs — Ihe moves with 
the lightnefs of a wood-nymph — Lady Bel- 
mont follows with a ferene joy in that ami- 
able countenance. They approach j they 
are already in my apartment* 

Mo! 

Bellviflc! In what word^— how ihall 1 
explain to you — ^I am breathlefs with plea- 
fure and furprize — my Lord — ^Harry Man- 
deville— Lady Julia — They were always 
intended for each other, 

A letter from Harry this morning, con- 
fcffing his paflion for Lady Julia, deteif- 

mined 
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mined them to make an immediate dlfco'^ 
very — ^Read the indofed letters, and adore 
the goodnefs of Providence, which leads us 
by fecret ways to that happinefs our oWBu 
wifdom could never arrive at^ 

** To Colonel MANDEVILLEr^ 

Belmont, Auguft lo, ly^r* 
^ My dear ColoneI>. 

•* By a claufe in the patent, which hasr 
** been hitherto kept fecret m our part 
" of tho family, it is provided,, that, on de* 
" fault of heirs malfe in the jwungcr branch, 
f the title of . Earl of Belmont ihould go to 
•* the elder: in favor alfo qf thisdifpofition 
" thegreateft part of the eftate then in our 
^ pofleiEon, which is about half what I now 
*' enjoy, is, by' a deed, in which, hpwcver,. 
^ my lawyer tells me there is a flaw which 
y makes it of no '^fFe^l:, annexed to. the title 
.f* fioc ever., Julia being, the only child 

"we: 



Lady Juti A Mandeviele. 115 

^ we ever had, it is very probable the eftate 
** and title will be yours : Heaven having^ 
" bleffed you with a fon, it would be infi- 
♦• nitely agreable to me, and would keep 
" up the fplendor of our name, to agree out 
** an inter-marriage between our children. 
** I would have you educate your fon witk 
** this view, and at an expence becoming the 
** heir of the titles and pofleffions of our 
".family: but, as it is poflible I may yet 
•* have a fon; in that cafe. Lady Mary, our 
•" relation, whofc heart is greatly fct cm 
this marriage, will fettle her eftate on 
yours, and I wiU give him my daughter, 
with twemy thoufaod pounds* 






*' I infift on being at the whole expence 
V of his education as my heir ; as the eftate 
/* will probably be his own, it is only anti- 
/' cipaiing his^ rents a few years, and does 
/' not lay l^im wder the flxadow of an obli- 

' "" ' "I have 
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^* r have mentioned above, that there is 
^' a defeft in the deed, which puts it in my 
** power to rob you of your right in the 
** eftate: but, as the defign of our anceftor 
" is clear, I take no merit to myfelf from 
" not being the moft infamous of mankind, 
** which I fliould be, were I capable of 
'* making trfe of fiich a circumftancc to 
^* your difadvantage. 

** But, could I reconcile fo bafe an aftioh 
" to myfelf in a private light, no conficfera- 
*' tion could make it eafy to me in a public 
^ one: I know nothing fo dangerous to our 
•* happy conftitution as an indigent nobili- 
** ty, chained down to a neceffity of court- 
** dependence, or tempted, by making fac- 
•* tion the tobl of ambition, to difturb the 
** internal peace of their country. Meii 
•* who arc at cafe in their forctmes are ge- 
** nerally good fubjefts; the prefervaiion 
^' of what they have is a powerful tie of 
I «obc- 
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^ obedience : it is the needy, the diffolutc, 
^' the Caefars, the Catilines of the worldj 
*' who raife the ftorms which Ihakc the 
^* foundation of government. 

^' You will imagine, my dear friend, I 
** only intend this alliance to take place, if 
" their fentiments, when of age to judge 
<* for themfelves, correfpond with our in- 
^ tentions for their happinefs. That this 
*« may be the cafe, let us educate them, 
" with the utmoft care, in every accomplifh- 
^ ment of nund and perfon, which can make 
^« them lovely in the eyes of each other. 

^' Let me, my dear Colonel, hear immedi- 
'* ately if this propoial is as agreable to 
^* you as to 

^* Your faithful and affeflionate 
"Belmont/* 

"To 
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*** To th^ Earl of Belmont» 

" My Lord, 

' '•' I aitt greatly obliged to your Lordihip 
•^ for a propofal which does my fon fuch 
** honor J apd for aconduft towards us both 
** fo noble, and worthy your charafter. 

*' The difpofitlon you mention is what I 
. " have fgrnetimes hoped, but knew your 
** Lordfliip's honor and integrity too well id 
^ think it ncceffary to msdce an enquiry j 
'^convinced, if a fettlementwa^ made in my 
** favor, you would in due time make me 
•* acquainted with it : till fome probability 
** appeared of its taking place, it was, pcr- 
^< haps, better concealed than difclofed* ^ 

*' The alliance your Lordfliip propofes, if 
f' it ever jakes place, will make me the hap- 
*' pieft of mankind : having, however, ob- 
'' ferved marriages made by parents in the 
^ ' « childhood 
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*' childhood of the parties, to be generally 
** difagreable to the latter, whether from 
** the perverfenefs of human nature, or the 
*^ free fpirit of love impatient of the lead 
^* controUi vriH intreat our defign may 'be 
<* kept fecret from all the wwUH and in 
** particular from the young people thcm- 
^ feltres: all we can do is, to give them fucfi 
" an education as will bcft improve the gifts 
^* of nature, and render them objefts of 
** that lively and delicate afFef^ion which 
** alone can make fuch a connexion happy. 
" Perhaps it may be bell to feparate them 
" till the time when the heart is moft.fuf- 
•* ceptible of tendernefs, left an habitual 
" intercourfe fhould weaken that impreilion 
** which we wifli their perfeftbns to make 
" on each other. Both at prefent promife 
" to be lovely^ and, if we guard againft 
" other attachments, the charm of novelty, 
** added to what nature has done for them, 
^* and thofe acquired graces which it isj our 
^ part to endeavor to give them, can fcarcc 

"fail 
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f ^ fail of iofpiring a mutual pafTion, which 
** one's feeming to ddire it would probably 
•* prevent. 

" If 1 am fo happy as to have your Lord- 
** (hip's concurrence in thefe fcntiments, I 
** ^11 remove my fon immediately from 
^* your neighbourhood, and educate him 
•• in town; at a proper time he (hall go, 
** with a private tutor of birth and merit, 
•* to the univerfity, and from thence make 
** the tour of Europe, whilft Lady Julia 
" is advancing in every charm under the 
*' eye of the inoft excellent of mothers. 

" Men, who aft a confpicuous part on the 
" ftage of life, and who require a certain au- 
•* dacity and felf-poffeffion to bring their ta- 
" lents into full light, cannot, in my opinion, 
** have too public an education: but women, 
** whofe lo velieft charm is the rofy blufh of na- 
^ tive modefty, whofe virtues bloffom faireft 
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*' in the vale, ftiould never leave their houf- 
" hold gods, the bed proteftprs of innocence. 

^* It h dKo my requeft, that my fon may 
^* be educated in a total ignorance of the 
** fettlement in onr favor, both becaufe the 
•* effeft of it may poffibly be dcftroyed by 
*' your Lordfhip*s having a fon, and becaufe 
** he will tafte the pleafures of a diftin- 
" guilhed Aation, if he ^vcr arrives at it, 
** with double relifti, if bred with more mo* 
^* derate expeftations* He will by this means 
** too efcape the pernicious fnares of flat- 
** tery, the fervile court of interefted infe- 
** riors, and all the various mifchiefs which 
** poifon the minds of young men bred up 
^* as heirs to great eftatesand titles: he will 
" fee the hatefulnefs of pride and arrogance 
" in others, before he is tempted to be guilty 
** of them himfelf ; he will learn to efteem 
" virtue without thofc trappings of wealth 
** and greatnefs which he will never hope 
** to be poffeffed of ; he will fee the world 

Vol. IL G « as 
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**. as it IS, by not being of confequence 
^\ enough to be flattered or deceived. 



** His education, his company, his ex- 
** pences, fhall, however, be fuited to the 
** rank he may one day poffibly fill ; my ac- 
^* quaintance with foreign jcourts enables me 
^\ to introduce him every where to thofe of 
*\ the firft rank and merit ; his equipage and 
** attendance fhall be fuch as may fecure 
" him general refpeft* - 

^^ Your Lordfhip^s generous offer of 
^'bearing the expence of his education de- 
** fervesmy fiucereft gratitude 5 butoecono- 
** my will enable me to fupport it without 
" the leafl inconvenience to my aflfairs ; half. 
'* my income, which I will fpare to him,. 
*f with his mother's fortune, which fhall all 
" be devoted to this purpofe, will be fuffi- 
** cient to give him an education becoming 
" the heir of your Lordfhip's fortune and 
** honors. 

^ «< May 
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"'May Heaven profper a defign, which 
" has fo laudable an end in view, as the fu- 
" ture happinefs of our children* 

** I am, my Lord, 
" Your Lordfliip's 
** afFeftlonate and 
" bbedient fervant, 

" J. Mandeville." 



To Colonel Bellvili-e. 

Wednefday morning* 

THIS joy IS a prodigious enemy to 
fleep. Lady Julia rofe this morning 
with the fun ; I dare fay fhe never thought 
he looked fo bright ; before he fets, flie will 
fee the moft charming of mankind. My Lord 

yefterday fent an exprefs to Lord T 's, 

G 2 with 
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with orders to follow Harry wherever he 
was, and bring him this erening to Bel* 
mont : Lady Mary is to have the pleafure 
of making him acquainted with his happi- 
nefs. The difcovery was only delayed till 
convinced of their pailicHi for each other. 

Colonel Mandeville is in town, direfting 
the drawing of the writings; and comes 
down in a few days to have them executed. 

I have had a fecond letter from Lord 
Melvin, as rcfpeftful as the pride of wo- 
man can dcfire: a poftfcript from Lord 
Rochdale having fatisfied me in point of de- 
corum, I allow his fon to vifit here when 
he pleafes. - My niece and Emily Howard 
come this evening; Lady Julia is now 
with them J I fuppofe we (hall fee Lord 
Melvin to-morrow : if he is very preffing, 
they may perhaps be married with Lady 
Julia. 

Heavens! 
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Heavens! BellviUe! what a change in 
all our affiurs I The matrimonial (lar pre- 
vails ; it Would be ftrange if I (hoiild be 
betrayed into the party: and yet, Lady 
Mary has drawn fo bewitching a plan of a 
wedding-day, as might feduce a more de- 
termined coquette* If one could be mar- 
ried for that day only— or if one was 
fure of pleaiing for ever like Lady Belmont 
— " Dear Madam/' f^d I, " if your Lady- 
^ Ihip would lend one your Cell us/* 

" You arc already poffeffed of it, my 
'^ dear Lady Anne ; the delicacy and purity 
" of a bride will always give you the charms 
" of one/' 

I believe her Ladyflup may be in\the 
right; it Is not the ftate, but the foolllh 
conduft of people who enter into it, that 
makes it unhappy. 

G » If 
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If you fliould come down with Colonel 
Mandeville, it is impoiEblc to fay what 
may happen. 

Abfolutely, Bellvillc, if I do condefcend, 
which is yet extremely doubtftil, we will 
live in the ftyle of lovers; I hate the dull 
road of common marriages; no imperti- 
nent prefuming on the name of hufband ; no 
fancy freedoms ; I will continue to be courted, 
and fliall expeft as much flattery, and give 
myfelf as many fcornful airs, as if I had 
never honored you with my hand. 

I give you warning, I fliall make a raofl: 
intolerable wife; but that is your bufincfs, 
not mine. 

This very day fevennight, which is Lady 
Julia's birth-day, is intended for her mar- 
riage ; the houfe is to be full of company, 
invited to celebrate the day, without know- 
ing on what further account; nobody is 

even 
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even to fufpeft them to be lovers; they 
are to go privately out of Lady Mary's 
apartment into the chapel, where my Lord 
chufes the ceremony fliould be performed. 
We are to have a mafquerade in a graiid 
open pavillion, on Corinthian pillars, built 
for this happy occafion in the garden, oppo- 
fite the houfe, which is to be in view finely 
illuminated t the intermediate fpace is to 
be adorned with lamps, intermixed with 
feftoons of flowers in the trees, round 
which are. to be feats for the villagers, -who 
are never forgot on thefe days of ^annual 
rejoicing. '• 

Lady Mary, who is miftrefs of the ce- 
remonies, and who infifts on joining all 
our hands that day, has engaged you fir 
the ball to Lady Julia, Harry to Bell 
Haftings, and Lord Melvin to me: oar 
fituation is to be kept fecret for* a week, 
^hich is to be filled up with vafioiiWcenb 
of feftivity ; after which, we are to go to 
G 4 town 
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town to be prcfented; and from thence on 
a tour of fix pionths to Italy. This is her 
icbeme; but it depends on Bell Haflings 
and me whether it ihall be executed in full : 
ten thoufand to one but our cruelty fpoUs 
the prettied myfterious plan of a wedding 
that can be. Abfolutely Lady Mary has a 
kind of an idea of things — I cannot con- 
ceiYC how flie came by it — not the leaft 
fymptom of an old maid in this plan — fomc- 
thing fo fanciful, and like a lore affair !— -It 
is a thoufand pities her Ladyfhip (hould not 
be of the party herfelf* Do you know 
never a fprighily old courtier of the Queen's 
time? 

My Lord is fo pleafed with the thought 
of feeing us all happy,, that he has giYen 
ordera for building a temple to Love and 
Friendihipy at a little villa which the Colonel 
has given him> and which is almofl cen- 
trical in rcfpeft to all our houfcs ; here wc 

are 
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are to meet once a week» and exclude the 
reft of the world* 

Harry and Lady Julia are to live at Lady 
Mary's feat^ about ten miles from hence; and 
I have fixed on a houfe^ v^hich is to be fold> 
at about the fame diflance* 

And now, Bellville, to be Tcry ferious, 
I ihould be the happieft creature in the 
world in this profpcft, if I was not afraid 
of my own conduft. I am volatile, light, 
extravagant, and capricious; qualities ill 
fuited to a matrimonial life. . I know my- 
faults, but am not able to mend them : I 
fee the beauty of order in the moral world,, 
yet doat to excefs on irregularity^ 

Call on Colonel Mandeville, ami concert' 

your journey together. Heaven and earth! 

what have I not faid in that permiflion ? 

With all ray affeftion for you, there is a (o- 

cranity in the idea — Q Bellville! IhouldJ 

G 5 evec 
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ever become Lefs dear to you ! ifaould cold- 
nefs, fliould indiflFerence, ever take place of 
that lively endearing tendernefs — I will 
throw away the pen for a moment — 

The moft amiable of men will forgive 
the too anxious fears of exceflive love : I 
with tranfport make him the arbiter of my 
f ntnre days. Lady Julia is come back^ and 
has brought me the inclofed bond, by 
which Bell Haftings engages to pay you 
thirty thoufand pounds on the day of my 
marriage. Her letter to you will explain 
this further. 

Twelve o'clock. 

Mf cor mto! fon ccnfufo ! Yes, I blufli 
at faying ia exprefs words what I have al- 
ready faid by deduftion. Your uncle in- 
fills on a pofitive *' I will/* How can the 
dear old man be fo cruel? Tell him, if he 
is not fatisfied with this letter, he (hall dic- 
tate the form of confcnt himfelf . 

One 
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;One conditbn, however, I fhall nc^ 
^iifpenfe with ; that he comes down to 
JBelmontj s^i^d bp^ns the bs^l .with Ladjr 
Mary. 

Miof ' 



To Colonel Bellville. 

Wednefday, Three o'clock, 

I REALLY cannot help feeling prod igi- 
oufly fooliih about this marriage ; it is a 
thoufand to one but I retreat yet : prepare 
yourfelf for a difappointment/ for I aia 
exceedingly on the capricio/o. 

Ohl Heavens? I forgot to tell you, an old 
match-making lady in the neighbourhood, 
having taken it into her head I have a paf- 
iicm for Harry Mandeville, and defigning 
to win my hfeart by perfuading me to 
what.lhe fuppofes I have a mind to, reeom- 
G 6 mended 
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mended him ftroDgly to me laft night for a 
hoiband. I heard her ^th the utmoft at- 
tention ; andr when^ihe had fini&ed her ha- 
rangue^ blufhed, looked down, hefitated, 
and denied the thing with fo pretty a con- 
fufion^ that Ihe is gone away perfeftly 
convinced I am to be Lady Anne Mande- 
vilie, and will tell it as a fecret all round 
the country. lam nor forry for this; as 
it will take away all fufpicion of what is 
Tjeally intended, and fecure that fecrccy we 
wiih on the occafion* The good oldiady 
yf^nt away infinitely delighted at being pof- 
feffed of a quality fecret, which m the 
country gives no little importance; pleafisd 
too with her own penetration in difcover- 
ing what nobody elfe has fufpeSed, I can- 
not conceive a happier being thaa (he is at 
prefcm. 

I have juft received from town the moll 
divine ftomacher and fleeve-knots you ever 
beheld : " An interefting. event!" Yc$, 

creature^ 
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creature, and what I can plead authority 
for mentioning. Did not Mademoifclle, 
Princefs of the blood of France, grand- 
daughter of Henry the Great, write fome 
half a dozen Yokinies, to inform pofterity, 
that, on Saturday the 14th of November 
1 668, ihe wore her blue ribbands ? Surely 
you men think nothing of confequence but 
ficges and battles : now, in my fentiments, 
it would be happy for mankind, if all the 
heroes who make fuch havock amongft 
their fpecics, merely becaufe they have no- 
thing to do, would amufe themfelves with 
forting fuits of ribbands for their ladies- 

I am in the fweeteft good humor to-day 
that can be imagined, fo mild and gentle 
you would be amazed ; a little impatient 
indeed for the cYcning, which is to bring 
my charming Harry. 

I have beea a&ing my Lord how, with 
Harry's fcniibility, they contrived to keep 

him 
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him fo long free from att&qhments. la, w^ 
fwer to which, he gave me the iaicloftd 
Iketch of a letter from Colonel Mandeville 
to a lady of his acquamtance ^at Romc» 
which, he faid, would ^We me a general n6- 
tion of the matter* 



** To the Coiintefs Mejlespini.. . 

Paris,. June 24, 1759. 
" Madam, 

** You will receive this from the hands 
•* of that fon I have before had the honor 
" of recommending to your efteem. 

*' I have accompanied him myfelf hither ; 
** where, being perfe^Uy fatisfied with his 
*^ behaviour, and convioced that generous 
" minds are beft won to virtue by implicit 
" confidence, I have difmilTcd the tutor I 
** intended to have fent with him to Italy, 
** fhall return to England myfelf, and de- 
3 " pend 
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^' pend for his conduft on his own difcrcdon, 
** his defire of obliging me, and that noble- 
" nefs io{ fentiment which will make him 
** feel the value of my friendship for him in 
^\ its atmofl; extent. 

" I have given him letters to the moft 
" worthy perfon in every court I intend he 
" fhoiild vifit ; but, as my chief dependence 
" for the advantages of this tour are on the 
*' Count and yourfelf, I h?ive advifcd him 
" to fpend moft of his time at Rome, where, 
•** honored by your friendihip, I doubt not 
'* of his receiving that laft finifliing, that 
** delicate poliQi, which, I flatter myfelf, 
*' if not deceived by the fondnefs of a 
<' parent, is all he wants to make him per* 
" feftly amiable. 

*' To' you. Madam, and the Co^unt, I 
** commit him ^ defend him from the fnares 
'* of vice, and the contagion of aileAation. 
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" You receive him an unexperienced 
** youth, with lively paffions, a Warm and ?f- 
«* feftionate heart, an cnthufiaftic imagina- 
** tion, probity, opennefs, generofity, and 
^^ all thofe advantages of perfon and mind 
^* which a liberal education can beftow. I 
<^ expert him from your hands a gentleman^ 
** a man of hoaor and politenefs, with the 
** utmoft dignky of fenttment and charaAer, 
« adorned by that eafy elegance, that refined 
** fimplicity of manner, thofe unafFe&ed 
" graces of deportment, fo difficult to de- 
** fcribc, but which His fcarccpoffible to con- 
** verfe miieh with you without acquiring* 

*^ Scnfible of the irrefiftible power of 
'* beauty, I think it of the utmoft eonfe- 
" quencc with what part of the female world 
" he converfes. I have from childhood habi-^ 
'* tuated him to the convcrfation of the moft 
" lovely and polite amongft the beft part of 
" the fex>to give him an abhorrence to the 
** indelicacy of theworft. I have endeavored 



Lady Julia Makdeville* 137 

** to imprcfs on his mind the moft lively 
" ideas of the native beauty of virtue ; and 
^^ to cultivate in him that elegance of mo- 
<< ral tafle^ that quick fenfibility^ which is a 
*' nearer way to rectitude than the dull road 
*< of inanimate precept. 

'' Continuing the fame anxious cares» I 
*^ fend him to perfeft his education, not in 
" fchools or academics, but in the converfa- 
" tion of the moft charming amongfl: women : 
" the ardent dcfire of pleafing you, and be- 
•' commg worthy your efteem, infeparaWe 
«* from the happinefsof knowing you, will 
/< be the keeneft fpur to his attainments; 
^' and I fhall fee him return all the fond 
<^ heart of a parent can wilh, from his ambi* 
<^ tion ofbeinghonoredwith your friendfhip* 

^^ To you, Madam, I ihall make no fecret 
^^ of my wiih, that he may come back to 
" England unconneftcd. I have a view for 
y him beyond his moft fanguine hopes, to 

•^ which^ 
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** which, however, I entreat he may be a 
*' ftranger; thecharmsof the lad ycannot fail 
" of attaching a heart which has no pre- 
** poffeffion, from which, I conjure you, if 
" poffible, to guard him. I ftiould even hear 
" with pleafure you permitted him, to a 

' " certain degree, to iove you, that he might 
" be fteeled to all other charms. If he is 

^ '* half as much in Icfve with you as his fa- 
" ther, all other beauties will lay fnares 
** for him in vain. 1 am. Madam, with the 
** moft lively cfteera, 

** Your obedient and devoted, 

O Heavens ! whilft I have bcenwritinjj, 
and thinking nothing of it, the paviUion, 
which it feems has been £bme time prepared, 
is-raifed oppofite the window of the faloon, 
at the end of, ^ wsdk leading to the houfe. 
We are to fup in it this evening : it is char'- 
mante'i the figit of it, arid the* idea of its 

defti- 
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deftination, makes my heart palpitate a lit- 
tle. Mon Dieu! that ever I fhiuld be fe- 
duced into matrimony ! 

Farewel for an hour or two. 

■ 'You have no notion what divine dreffes 
we have making for the mafqucrade. I 
fliall not tell you particulars, as I would not 
take off the pleafnrc of furprize j but they 

*are charming beyond conception. 

Do you not doat on a mafquerade, Bell^. 
ville ? For my own part, I think it is the 
quinteffence of all fublunary joys ; and, 
•without flattering my Lord's taftc, I have a 
ftratfge fancy this will be the moft agreeable 
one I ever was at in my life : the fccnes, the 
drapery, the whole difpolition of It is en- 
chanting: 

Heavens! How little a while will it be 
that I can write myfelf, 

AWlLMOT. 

To 
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To George MoRDAxyNx, Eiq; 

Wednefday morniog. 

AFTER four days paffcd in anxiety not 
-^^ to be told, this ardently-expcacd 
morning is come ^ I every moment expeft 
Mr. Herbert ; I tremble at every foand : 
another hour, and the happinefs of my 
>«rhole life will be for ever determined: 
Mordaunt, the idea chills my foul. 

It is now a week fince I have heard 
from Belmont \ not a line from Emily How* 
ard or Lady Anne ; the unhappy have few 
friends. Lord Melvin is the minion of for* 
tone; he ha$ taken my place in their 
cfteem. 

The time is pafl:^ and my friend is not 
here ; he has therefore no letters from Lord 
Belmont ; I rated bis diiintereftednefs too 
high : mifled by the mean defpicable max- 
ims 



Lady Julia Mandeville. 141 

ims of the world, he refents my paffion for 
his daughter; he gives her to another, 
•without deigning even to fend me an an- 
fwer : he might furely have refpefted his 
own blood. My foul is on fire at this in- 
fult: his age, his virtues, proteft him ; but 
Lord Melvin — let him avoid my fury. 

Yet am I not too rafh? may not fome 
accident have retarded my friend? I will 
wait patiently till evening ; I cannot believe 
Lord Belmont — may he not have feen me, 
and, fufpefting fome clandeftinc defign — 
yes, my folly has undone mej what can he 
think of fuch a concealment ? 

Mordaunt ! I cannot live in this fufpenfe ; 
I will fend William this moment to Belmont. 

Five o'clock, 
William is come back, and has thrown 
me into defpair : yes, my friend, it is now 
beyond a doubt. 

Lady 
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Lady Julia is intended for LordMelTin ; 
the moftfplendid preparations are makings; 
all is joy and feftivity at Belmont ; a wretch 
like me is below their thoughts ; meffen- 
gers are hourly coming and going from. 
Lord Rochdale's. It is paft, and I aiib 
doomed to defpair: my letter has only 
haftened my deftruftion ; has only haftened 
this detefted marriage. Over-awed by pa- 
ternal authority, Ihe gives me up, fhe mar-- 
ries another ; Ihe has forgot her vows, 
thofe vows which Ihe called on Heaven to 
witnefs, I have loft all for wliich life was. 
worth my care. 

f 

Mordaunt! I am no longer mafter of 
myfelf. Lord Melvin is this moment gone 
paft to Belmont, dreffed like a youthful, 
gay, and burning bridegroom; his eyes 
fparkle with new fire ; his cheek has the 
glow of happy love. This very hour, per- 
haps, he calls her his — this very hour her 
confenting bluflies — the idea is infupport- 

able — 
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abls— firft may the^avenging bolt of Heaven 
—but why fbpplicate Heaven? — my own 
arm.— I wUl follow him — I will not tamely 
r^fignher. — he Ih-all firft— yes, through my 
Hood alone — what I intend 1 know not — 
my thoughts are all diftraftion ! 

To Colonel Bellville. 

Seven o'clock, 

WE expeft the caro^ Enrico every mo- 
ment : my chariot is gone for Emily 
Howard and my niece; Lord Mel vin too 
comes this evening by my permiffion. Lady 
Julia has juft aiked me to walk with her in 
the park; ihe wants to hear me talk of 
Harry, whom flie cannot mention herfelf, 
though her thoughts are full of nothing 
elfe; her color comes and goes; her eyes 
have a double portion of foftnefs ; her heart 
beats with apprehenfive pleafure. What 
an evening of trapfport will this be ! Why 
are you npt here, Bellville \ I ihall abfo- 

lutcly 
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lately be one of the old people tt)-night. 
Can you form an idea of happinefs equal ta 
Harry's ; raifed from the depth of defpair^ 
to the fraition of ail his wifhes ? I long to 
fee how he will receive the firft mendon of 
this happy turn of fortune : but Lady Mary 
has referred all that to herfelf. 

Adieu ! 

Great God ! to what a fcene have I been 
vritnefs! how (hall I relate the (hocking 
particulars I 

Lady Julia and I were advanced about a 
quarter of a mile from the houfe, bleffing 
Providence, and talking of the dear hope 
of future happy days ; (he was owning her 
pai&on with blufhes, and all the tremor of 
modell fenfibility, when we were interrupt- 
ed by the clalhing of fwords behind fome 
trees near us : we turned our heads, ancj 
faw Lord Mdvin, diftraftion in his air, his 
fword bloody, fupporting Harty Mande- 

ville. 
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ville, pale, bleeding, motionlefs, and, to all 
appearance, in the agonies of death. Lady 
Julia gave a ihriek, and fell fenfelefs in my 
arms. My cries brought fome of the fervants, 
who happened to be near 5 part of them, 
with Lord Melvin, conveyed Harry to the 
houfe; whilft the reft ftaid with me to take 
care of Lady Julia* 

Harry was fcarce out of fight when die 
recovered her fenfes ; ihe looked wildly 
towards the place where ihe firft faw him ; 
then, ftarting from me, raifing her eyes to 
Heaven, her hands clafped together — oh ! 
Bellville! never Ihall I lofe the idea of that 
image of horror and defpair — (he neither 
fpoke nor ftied a tear — there was an eager 
wildnefs in her look, which froze my foul 
with terror: (he advanced haftily towards 
the houfe, looking found her every mo- 
ment as if expefting again to fee him, 
till, having exhaufted all her ftrength, ihe 
funk down breathlefs on one of the feats, 
where I fupported her till my Lord's cha- 

VoL. IL H riot. 
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riot, which I had fent (or, came up, in 
which I placed myfclf by her, and we droYC 
flowly towards the houfe: Ihe was put 
to-bcd in a burning fever, preceded by a 
ihiverihg, which gives me apprehenfions for 
her, which I endeavor to conceal from the 
wretched parents, whofe forrows mock all 
dcfcription* 

My Lord is juft come from Lord Mel- 
vin, who infifted on being his prifoncr till 
Harry was out of danger; difdaining to 
fly from juftice, Cnce my Lord refufes his 
itiiy at Belmont, he intreats to be given 
huo the hands of fomc gentleman near. 
My Lord has accepted this offer, and 
named his father. Lord Rochdale, for the 
truft. He is gone under the beft guard, 
his own honor, in which Lord Belmont has 
implicit confidence. 

I have been into Lady Julia's room ; 
flie takes no notice of any thing. Emily 

Howard 
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Howard kneels weeping by her bedfide^ 
JLady Belmont melts my foul when I be- 
hold her; fhe fits motionlefs astheflatue 
of Defpair ; flie holds the hand of her love- 
ly daughter between hers, (he preffes it to 
hcT bofom, and the teairs ileal iUently down 
her cheeks. 

' Unable to bear the fight, I am returned 
-to my ajj^rtmeqt, 

.. Oh ! Bellville! how is this fcene of hap- 
plnefs changed! where are now the gay 
.tranfporting hopes which warmed our hearts 
,this morning? 

I have with difficulty prevailed on Lady 

Mary, who droops under this weight of 

.affli<Jiion, and whofe years are ill fuited lo 

fcenes of horror, to fet out this evening 

for her own feat ; my niece, whofe forrow 

.you may eafily imagine, is to accompany 

her thither: if Mr. Mandevillc dies, xnur- 

H 2 dered 
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dercd by* the hand of him with whofc fatfi 
hers is connected, never muil ibc again ea- 
Xfx thefe hofpitable doors. 

Bellville! how is the gay ftrufiure of 
Ideal happinefs fallen in one moment to the 
ground! 

The meffcngcr who was fent to Lord 

T 's is returned, and has brought my 

i.ord'« letter ; he went from thence to Mr. 
Herbert's, where Mr. Mandeville was fup- 
. f)ofed to be, but found nobody there but a 
fervant, from whom he could get no in- 
formation. The family had been gone five 
days to London, being fent for exprefs to a 
relation who was dying. 

Oh! Bellville! how many accidents have 

iconfpired 1 myfelf have innocently 

^contributed to this dreadful ev^nt, mifled 
by my Lord's equivocal expreiEons, which 
feemfd to point to plainly >at Lord Mel* 

tin — 
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vin — if he dies — but I will not give way 
to fo Ihocking an idea* The fcrvant who' 
wient for a furgeon is not yet returned ; till* 
his wounds are examined, we muft be in alt 
the torture of fufpenfe and apprehenfion. 

Eleven o*clock. 
The fiK-geoa is come; he is^ now witn 
Mr. Mandcrilie: how I dread to- hear his 
fetttence! — the door opens — he comes out 
with Lord Belmont ; horror is iH: the face 
of the latter — oh ! Bellville ! my prefaging: 
heart — they advance towards me — 1 am- 
unable to meet thcmr— my limbs tremble — 
a cold dew — 

Bellyille! his wounds are mortal— -the^^ 
fen drops from my hand — 

A farmer^S fon in the neighbotrrhood- 
has juft brought the indofed letter for 
Mr. Mandeville, which, not knowing the 
Qpnfequ^nce, my Lord has opened. 

H 3 , *^ T«> 
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*^ To Henrv Mandeville, Efq; 

London, Tuefday morningk 
"SIR, 

^ The generous concern you have been 
•* pleafed to take in my misfortunes, leaves 
** me no room to doubt I fliall give you 
" picafure by informing you that they are 
" at an end ; a rich relation, who is juft 
" expired, having made a will in my favor, 
•* which places me in circumftanccs beyond 
** my hopes* But you will be ftill more 
" happy to know you have contributed to 
" this turn of my fortune. The exprefs 

*" was arrived, with a requeft from our dy- 
•* ing friend that we would inftantly come 
" poll to town, and we were lamenting our 
" hard fate in being unable, from our in- 
" digence, to undertake a journey on whidi 
** fo much depended, when the poft brought 
" me a bill for one hundred pounds, which 

I ^ could 
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"rould come from no hand but yours: I 
'* wiih the world was fuch as to make it 
" eafy for us to miftake. We fet out with 
" hearts filled with the fincereft gratitude 
*' to Heaven, and the moft worthy of men; 
*^ |iid, on our arrival, found deferring our 
** journey, even a few hours, would have 
** been fatal to all our hopes* 

" To you, therefore, to whom we owe 
^ the means of taking this journey, we ow« 
** the eafe of fortune which has been the 
*' confequence of it. Heaven has been 
** pleafed to make the man on earth we 
** moft efteem the inftrument of its good- 

• ** nefs to us. 

• • - • . . » 

" The hurry of fpirits in which we fet 
" out prevented my leaving a direftiou for 
•* you with my fervant, which I hope has 
*• been of no ill confequence. I have to- 
** day fent him a direftion, and ordered him 
" to wait on you with this letter. As foon 
^ H 4 "a. 
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" as my affairs here are fettled, I will replace 
" the money your generous friendftiip has 
•' aflifted us with, wherever yon pleafe to 
** order. 

** I am, with the moft lively cfte«iij| 
"SIR, 

" Your moft affeftionate 
*' and obedient fervant, 

*' W. Herbert /• 

Bellvilie! is it not hard the cxercife of 
tlie nobleft virtue ihould have been attended 
wtith fnch fatal effeds? He dies for having 
alleviated the diftreifes of his friend, for hay* 
ing fyn^athized in the affliAion of others* 



To 



ToCoload BelLyicle* 

Thurfday monirng*' . 

THE moft lovely of men is no more;, 
he expired • early this morning, af- 
ter having in my / prefence owned to my 
Lord, that jealoufy was the true canfe of 
hi^ attacking. Lord Melvin, who only 
. fought in his own defence ; which he in- 
treated him publicly to atteft, and to beg 
Lord Mehin's pardon, in his name, for 
iafults which madiiefs alone could excufe, 
and which it was not in man to bear; he 
owned Lord Melvin's behaviour in the duel 
had been 'noble; and that he had avoidc4 
giving him the leaft wound, till, urged by 
fury and defpair, and aiming at the life of 
his generous enemy rather than, at, his own 
defence, he had ruflicd on the point of his 
Avord, 

« S Ho 
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He expreffed great indifference for life 
on his own account, but dreaded the effeA 
bis death might have on the mbH tender 
of fathers : intreated my Lord to foften fo 
'"painful a ftroke by preparing him for it by 
degrees, and, if poflible, to conceal from 
him the fhocking manner of it. " How. 
•' ill,'* faid he, "has my ralhnefs repaid him 
'* for all his anxious cares, his indulgent 
*' goodnefs! I fuffer juflly; but for him — 
" Great Godl fupport him in the dread- 
" ful trial, and pour all thy bleflings on his 
"head!*' 

He then proceeded to expoftulate gently 
with Lord Belmont on his fuppofed defign 
jof forcing the heart of his daughter, and 
on that negleft of himfelf which had 
planted the furies of jealoufy in his breaft, 
and occafioned this (hocking event. Thefe 
reproaches brought on an explanation of 
the fuuatien to which his danger had re- 
duced Lady Julia, of my Lord's intention 

1 :• 5 : " ^ 
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of giving her to him, and of the whole plan 
of purpofed happinefs, which his impa* 
tience, irritated by a feries of unforefcen ac- 
^cidents, had fo fatally deftroyed. 

Till now, he had appeared perfectly com*- 
pofed; but, from the moment my Lord be- 
gan to fpeak, a wildnefs had appeared in 
' his countenance, which rofe, before he ended, 
• to little lefs than diftradion j he raved, he 
reproached Heaven itfelf; then, melting 
into tears>, prayed with fervor unfpeakable 
'for Lady Julia's recovery : the agitation of 
his mind taufed his wounds to bleed afrclh; 
fucceffive faintings were the confequcnce, 
in one of which he expired. 

Lord Belmont is now writing to Colonel 
Mandeville. How many has this dreadful 
event involved in mifery J 

Who Ihall tell this to Lady Julia? yet 
how conceal it from*hcr? I dread the moft 
H tf fatiil- 
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fatal cScSs from her defpair^ when return* 
iag reafon makes her capable of knomog 
her.oum wretchednefs; at prefeot, ihe is ia 
a ftate of perfeft infenfibility ; her fever is 
not theleaft abated; {ht has crery fymptom 
which can indicate danger. Lady Befanont 
and Enuly Howard have never left her bed- 
fide a moment. I have with difficulty per- 
fuaded them to attempt H> reft a fewhours^ 
and am going to take Lady Belmont^s place 
by her bedfide. 

Ten o'clock. 
The phyfician is gone ; he thinks Lady 
Julia in danger, but has not told this to 
the f^Tnily : I am going again to her apart- 
ment ; ihe has not yet taken notice of any 
body. 

I had been about half an hour in Lady 
Julians room, when, having fent the laft 
attendant away for fomething I wanted> 
file looked round, and (aw we were alone; 

ihe 
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flie kalf xaifcd herfclf in the bed, and, grafp- 
iflg my hand, fixed her enquiring eyes ar- 
dently on mine. I too well underftood 
their mcaning^and, unable to hide my grief. 
Was riling to leave the bedfide, when 
catching hold of me, with a look and air 
which froze my foul, " Lady Anne,'* faid 
(he, " does he live?" My filence, and the 
tears which I could not conceal, explained 
to her the fatal truth ; when, raifing her 
flreaming eyes and fupplicating hands to 
Heaven — oh! Bellville! no words can 
defcribe the excefs of her forrow and de-^ 
fpair; — fearful of the moft fatal inftant ef- 
fefts, I was obliged to call her attendants, 
of whofe entrance fhe took not the lea ft no- 
tice* After remaining fome time abforbed 
in an agony of grief, which took from her 
all power of utterance, and made her iii- 
/enfible to all around her, the tears, which 
fhe (hed in great abundance, feemed to 
give her relief: my heart was melted ; I 
wept with her. She faw ray tears ; and, 

preffing 
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prcffing my hand tenderly between hers", 
feemed to thank me for the part I took in 
her affliftions : I had not oppofed the tor- 
rent of her defpair ; but, when I faw it 
fubfiding, endeavored to foothe her with 
all the tender attention and endearing fym- 
pathy of faithful friendihip ; which fo far 
fucceeded, that I have left her more com- 
jpofed than I could have imagFned it poffible 
Ihe (hould fo foon have been ; Ihe has even 
an appearance of tranquillity which amazes 
me} and, fcemirig inclined to take reft, I 
have left her for that purpofe. 

May Heaven reftore her to her wretch- 
ed parents, whofe life is wrapt in hers! 
may it infpire her with courage to bear this 
ftroke, the fevereft a feeling mind can 
fufier r Her youth, her fweetnefs of temper, 
her unafiefted prety, her filial tendernefs, 
fometimes flatter me with a hope of her 
recovery ; but when I think on that melting 
fenfibrlity, on th^t exqiiifitely tender heart-, 

which 
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tehich bleeds for the forrow of every hu- 
man being, I give way to all the horrors 
of defpair. 

Eady Julia has fent to fpeak with me : I 
will not a moment delay attending her. 
How bleft ihould I be, if the fympathizing 
bofom of fricndfliip could foften by par- 
taking her forrows ! 

Oh ! BelWille ! what a requeft has {he 
made ! my blood runs back at the idea. 

She received me with a compofed air, 
begged me to fit down by her bedfide, and, 
- fending away her attendants, fpoke as fol- 
lows ; " You are, I doubt nor, my dear 
** Lady Anne, furprized at; the feeming 
" tranquil manner in which I bear the 
•* greatcft of all misfortunes — yes, my heart 
" doated on him, ray love for him was 
"unutterable — but it is paft ; I can no 
" longer be deceived by the fo^nd delufifih 

•'of 
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ofhope.r Ifubmkto the will of Hea^- 
yen* My God ! I am refigai^d ;. I do^ 
** not complain of what thy hand has in- 
^* flifted ; a few unavailing tears alone — 
•* Lady Anne, you have fecn my calnwiefs, 
** you have feen xne patient as.the trembling 
*Vvi Aim beneath the facrificer's knife. Yet 
^' think not I have reiigned all feoiibility : 
^ no, were it poflible I could live — but I 
" feel my approaching end ; Heaven ia: 
" this is merciful. That 1 bear this dread^ 
^ ful ftroke with patience, is owing to the 
•* certainty I Ihall not long furvive him, . 
^ tliat our fepacation is but for a moment.. 
** Lady Anne, I have feen hhn in myr 
^ dreams : his fpotlefe foul yet waits for 
•* mine: yes, the fame grave ihall receive- 
♦* us ; we fliall be joined to part no more. . 
'* All the forrow I feel is for my dear pa- 
^* rents ; to you and Emily Howard I leave 
'^ the fad taik of comforting them; by all- 
** our friendfliip, I adjure you, leave tliem 
*'^not to the effefts of their defpair : whea 

<* I refleft 
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** T refleft on all their goodnefs, and on 
** the miftry I have brought on their grey 
** hairs, my heart is torn in pieces ; I la- 
" ment that fuch a wretch was cyct crc- 
*' ated. 

** I have been to blame ; not in loving 
" the moft perfeft of human beings ; but 
*** in concealing that love, and diftrufting 
" the indulgence of the beft of parents. 
*' Why did I hide my paffion ? why con- 
•* ceal fenthncnts only blameable on the 
** renal maxims of a defpicable world? 
" Had I been unreferved,! bad been happy : 
** but Heaven had decreed pthcrwife, and 
.^^lAihndt. 

^* But whither am I wandering ? I fent 
** for you to make a requeft ; a requeft in 
" which I will not be denifed. Lady Anne, 
** I would Hfeie him ; let rae be raifed, and 
'<* carrifed to his apartment, before my mo- 
** ther returns i let me once more behold 

'' him. 
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^' him, behold him for whom alone life was 
'' dear to me : you,heiitate ; for pity do not 
/' oppofe me ; your refufal will double the 
" paags of death/* 

Overcome by the eamednefs of her air 
and manner^ I had not refolation to refufc 
her ; her maids are now dreiling her^ and I 
have promifed to attend her xo. his apart^ 
meat. 

I am fummoned. Great God ! how (halE 
I bear a fcene like this \ I tremble, my limb$ 
will fcarce fupport me* 

Twelve Vclock» 

This dreadful vifit is yet unpaid: three 
timeSfihe approached the door, and return- 
ed as pftqa^to her. apanmenf, • unable to 
enter jhe room J the third time Aq fainted 
. away: her \\y\t remaining :ftr;;ngth b^iog 
cyhauftcd, Ihe has confented to.defei her 

purpofc 
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purpole till evening : I hope by that time 
to perfuade her to decline it wholly : faint 
and almoft finking under her fatigue^ I. have 
prevailed with her to lie down on a.couch : 
Emily Howard fits by her, kifTing her handi 
and bathing it with her tears. 

I have been enquiring at Lady Julia's 
door ; fhe is In a fweet fleep, from which wc 
have every thing to 'hope : I fly to tell this 
to Lady JSelmont — fhe will live ! Heaven 
has heard our prayers. 

I found the wretched mother pouring out 
her foul before God, and imploring his 
mercy on her child-^fhe heard me, and 
tears of tender tranfport — {he raifcd her 
grateful hands to Heaven — 

lam interrupted; Dr. Evelin is at the 
gate ; he is come to my apartment, and de« 
fires mc to accompany him to Lady Jblia» 

Wc 



i6^ The HISTORT of 

Wc found her dill in a gentle fleep^ com- 
pofed as that of an infant ; we approached 
the bed ; Dr. Evclintook hcrhand, he flood 
fomo time looking on her with the mod fix- 
ed attention, when, on my exprefling my 
hopes from her fleep, ♦• Madam," faid he^ 
*^ it is with horror I tell you, that fleep will 
^ probably be her laft ; nature is wprn out,. 
*' and feeks a momentary repofe before her 

lafl dreadful ftruggle-" 



(( 



Not able to bear this> I J eft the room.— 
BclWille! is it poffible! can Heaven ihus 
overwhelm with affi£lion the befl, the nor 
blefl of its creatures ? -fliall the amiable, the 
reverend pair, the bufinefs of whofe lives 
has been to make others happy^ be doomed^ 
in age to bear the fevereft of all forrows ? 
to fee alltheirhopesblafled in one dreadful^: 
iboment ? To believe this, is to blafpbemc 
Profidetoce. No, it is not poflibk : Heaven 
will yet reftore her : loojc down, O God of 
Mercy.— 



Lady JutiA STANDEvrtLE. l6^ 

Dr. E-vdin h now with the wf etched pa» 
rents, breaking to them the danger of their 
child : I dread feeing them after this inter* 
yicw : yet he will not fure plunge them at 
ouce into defpair. 

She is awake ; I have been with her ; 
her looks are greatly dianged ; her lips 
hav^a dyingpaleoefs; there is adimnefs in 
Iier eyes which alarms me : (he has de&red 
to fpeak a moment wich Dr. Evelin ; ihe 
would know how long he thinks it probable 
Ihe may live. ^ 

Six o'clock. 

She is gone, Bellville, Ihe is gone : thofc 
lovely eyes are clofcd in everlafting night. ^ 
I faw her die, I faw the laft breath quiver 
on her lips ; fhe <^pired, almoit without 
A P^ugy in the arms of her diflrafled 
mother. 

She- 
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She felt her approaching diflblution^ of 
which (he had been ^.warned^ at her own 
earneft requeft, by Dr. Erelin : fhe fum- 
moned us all to her apartment ; fhe em- 
braced us with the moft affefting tender- 
nefs; (he called me to her^ and^ giving 
mc her pifture for Colonel Mandeville, 
begged me to tell him, flie who murdered 
his fon died for him : intreated me to ftay^ 
fome time at Belmont, to comfort her dif- 
confolate parents ; conjured Emily to be a 
child to them, and never to let them mifs 
their Julia. 

She begged forgivenefs of her wretched 
parents, for the only inftance in which 
Ihe had ever forgot her duty, and for 
which fhe now fo feverely fuflfered : intreat- 
ed them to fubmit to the hand of Heaven, 
t.nd not give way to immoderate affliftion ; 
to confider that, if they were about to lofe a 
child, thoufands were at that moment fuf- 
fering under the fame dillrefs ; that death 

was 
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was the common portion of humanity, from 
which youth was notmore exempt than 
age; that their fqpar^tion was only tempo-* 
rary, whilft their re*uni oh. would be cter* 
nai: then, raiiing her blamelefs hands, 
prayed fervently to Heaven for them, im- 
plored their lafl blei&ng, and, turning to 
her agonizing mother, fpeechlefs with excefs 
of forrow, conjured her to refleA on. the 
paft goodnefs of Heaven, and the' many 
years of happinefs Ihe had already pafled 
with the beft of men ; that this was the 
firft misfortune Ihe had ever known ; then, 
embracing her fondly, weeping on her neclc, 
and thanking her for all her goodnefs, 
preffed her to her bofom, and expired. 

Let me draw a veil over the enfuiug 
fcenc, to which words cannot do juftice. 
With difficulty have we forced Lady Bel- 
mont from the body. I have left Emily 
Howard with the venerable pair, whofe 
forrow would melt the mpft obdurate heart; 

ihe 
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(he kneek by Lady Belmontt fiie attemptt 
to fpeak, but tears ftophe^ utterance: the 
wretched mother fees her. not ; iiiatteimye to 
all buthergricf^herejresfixedouthe grqundj 
fiupefadion and horror in her l^okjfhe 
feems infenfible of all that pafTes around 
her. Sinking under his own diftrefs, and 
finable to fupport theiightofhers^ my Lord 
is retired to his apartment. May Heaven 
look with pity on them both, and enable 
them to bear this blow to all their hopes ! 

Bellville! where arc now all our gay 
fchemes ? where the circle of happy 
friends! 

How vain are the defigns of man ! un- 
mindful of his tranfitory ftate^ he lays plans 
of permanent felicity ; he fees the purpofe 
of his heart ready to profper ; the air-drawn 
building rifes ; he watches it with a beating 
heart ; it touches the very point at which 
he aimed^ the very fummit of imagined per- 

fc£tion> 
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feftion, when an unforefecn ftorm arifesj^ 
and the fmiling deceitful ftrufture of hope 
is dafhed m one moment to the ground. 

Friday morning; 

Not an eye has heen clofed this night ; 
the whole houfe is a fcene of horror : the 
fervants glide up and down the apartments, 
wildnefs in their look, as if the laft day was 
come. 

Scarce have we 1>een able to keepTife In 
Lady Belmont; (he a(ks eagerly for her 
child, her Julia ; flie conjures us to lead 
her to her; ftie will not believe her dead 5 
ihe ftarts up, and fancies Ihe hears her 
voice : then, recoUefting the late dreadful 
fcene, lifts her expoftulating hands to Hea- 
veji, .and jQnks motionkfs into the arms of 
her attendants. 



Vo€,r IL I Worn 
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Six o'clock. 

Worn om by her long watchings and 
the yiolcnce of her • emotions. Lady Bel- 
naont is fallen into a {lumber ; it is now 
two days and nights fince (he has attempt- 
ed reft. May that gracious God, who alone 
has the power, calm and tranquillize her 
jnind! 

Eight o'clock!* 

f have been (landing an hour looking 
<m the breathlefs body of my angel friend : 
lovely even in death, a ferene fmile fits on 
that once charming face: her palenefs ex- 
cepted, {he looks as if in a tranquil fleep : 
E^Uville, (he is hs^py, &e is now a faint in 
Heaven. 

How pcrfuafive is fuch a preacher ! I 
gaze on the once matchlefs form, jLnd all 
vanity dies within me : who was ever lovely 
like her ? yet (he lies before me a clod of 

feofdefs 
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fenfelefs clay. Thofe eyes, which once gave 
love to every beholder, are now robbed o£ 
their living luftre; that beauteous bofom is 
cold as the marble on the filent tomb ; the 
rofes of thofe cheeks are faded j thofe Ver- 
million lips, from whence truth and virtue 
ever proceeded — Bellville, the ftarting 
tears — I cannot go on — 

Look here, ye proud, and be humble! 
which of you all can vie with her i youth* 
health, beauty, birth, riches, all that men 
call goodi were hers: all are now of no 
avail; virtue alone bids defianc^e to the 
grave. 

Great Heaven ! G)l0nel Mandeville is at 
the gate ; he knows not the cup of fojrow 
which awaits him ; he cannot yet have re- 
ceived my Lord's letter. He alights with 
a fmile of tranfport : the CKuItation of hope 
is in his air ; alas ! how foon to be de* 
ftroyed! He comes to attend the bridal- 
la day 
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day of his fon; he £nds him a lifclds 

corfe. 



The fervants bring him rhis way ; they 
leave to me the dreadful tafk — Bellville, I 
cannot go through it* 

I have feen the moft unhappy of ficthers; 
I have followed him whither my heart 
iliuddered to approach. Too fooA informed 
of his wretched fate, he fliot like lightning 
to the apartment of his fon ; he kifled his 
pale lifeiefs lips ; he prefled his cold hand 
to his bofom; he bathed it with a torrent 
of tears: then, looking round with the 
dignity of affli£lion, waved his hand for us 
to retire. We have left lum to weep at 
liberty over the fen on whom his heart 
doated, to enjoy alone and undifturbed the 
dreadful banquet of defpaiiu 

He has been now two hours alone ^ith 
the body { not an attendant has dared to 

intrude 
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intrude on the facred rites of paternal for- 
row. My Lord is this moment gone to 
him, to give Him a melancholy welcome to 
Belmont. 

Great God ! What a meeting ! How dif- 
ferent from that which their fanguine hopes 
kad projected! The bridal conch is the bed 
cf death! 

Oh ! Bcllville ! — But Ihall prefumptuous 
man dare to arraign the ways of Heaven ? 



I J To 
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To Colonel B£ ll v i l l e» 

Tuefiiay mornitig* 

YOUR letter, my dear Bellville, gave 
me all the coofolation it is poflible to 
receive amidft fuch a fcene of Virretchednefs 
and defpair; the tender fympathy of pi- 
tying friendfhip is the bcft balm for every 
woe. ♦ 

The delicacy with which you decline 
mentioning a fubje£l fo improper for the 
time, would increafe my efteem for you, 
if that was poflible. I know the goodneis, 
the tender feniibility of your heart too 
well to doubt your approving my refolu- 
tion to give fix months to the memory of 
my angelic friend, and the fad talk of en* 
deavoring to foften the forrows of her pa- 
ints. Her dying voice adjured me not 

to 
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to leave them to their defpair : I will not 
forget the fad talk her friendlhip impofed. 

The agony of Lady Belmont's grief be- 
gins to give place to a forrow more rea- 
"fonable, though, perhaps, not lefs exqui- 
fite. The violence of her emotions abates i 
flie ftill weeps,. but her air is more calm; 
Ihe raifcs her eyes to Heaven> but it is 
with a look ©f patient refignation, which, 
whilft it melts my foul to behold;, gives 
me hopes>(he will not fink under her afflic- 
tions. Lord Belmont ftruggles with his 
own grief, left it ftiould increafe hers; 
he attempts to comfort her; he begs her, 
with an irrefolute air, to confider the hand 
from whence the ftroke proceeded : unable 
to go on, his voice trembles ; his bofoni 
fwellswith unutterable anguifti; he rifes; 
he leaves the room ; the tears trickle dowa 
his reverend cheeks. 

14^ Tiefe, 
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Thefe, BcUville, thefe are the fcenes I 
have perpetually before my eyes. 

Colonel Mandeville indulges his forrow 
alone; (hut up continually in his apart- 
ment, a prey to filent diilrefs, he feems 
to fly from all human converfe: if, en- 
treated, he joins our fad party a moment, 
he enters with a dejefied air, his eyes arc 
bent earneftly to the ground ; he fits mo- 
tionlefs, inattentive, abforbed in reflexion 
on his own mifery : then, ftarting up, ex- 
claims, " All elfe I could have borne,*' 
and retires to give himfelf up to his de- 
fpair. 

I am now convinced Emily Howard de- 
ferved that preference Lady Julia gave her 
over me in her heart, of which I once fo un- 
juftly complained : I lament, I regret, but 
am enough myfelf to reafon, to refleft ; 
Emily Howard can only weep. 

Far 
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Far firom being confoled for the lofs of 
her lovely friend by the profpeft of in- 
heriting Lord Belmont's fortune, to which 
after Colonel Mandeville Ihe is intitled, flie 
feems incapable of tafting any good in life 
without her. Every idea of happinefs her 
gentle mind could form included Lady 
Julia's friendfhip; with her ihe wiflied to 
fpend all her days ; ihe was all to her ten- 
der Emily ; wuhout her fh^ iinds the world 
a defart. • . 

She is changed beyond conccj)tion by her 
grief, a grief which has not a moment's in- 
ternliiRoh : the almofl: dying palenefs of her 
cheeks is a witnefs of the excefs of her 
affliftion; yet this very palenefs has a 
thoufand charms; her diflrefs has fome- 
thing in it unfpeakably lovely ; adorned by 
forrow, ihe puts me in mind' of what 
Young defcribes woman in general, 

1 5 "So 
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" So properly the objeft of afflftion, 

" That Heaven is pleased to make diftrefs 

" become her, 
*^ And drcffes her moft amiably in tears.** 



Tuefday evening, 

Belhillej I have been walking in a little 
vrildernefs of flowering ihrubs once pecu- 
liarly happy in Lady Julia's favor : there 
is a rofe which I faw planted by her hand ; 
it ftill flouriihes in youthful bloom/ whilft 
Ihe, the faireft flower Heaven ever formed 
Kes cropped by the cruel hand of death* 

What force has the imagination over 
the fenfes ! how different is the whole face 
of nature in my eyes! the once fmiling 
kmc has a ihelancholy gloom^ which ftrikes 
a damp thrbugh my inmoft foul : I look in 
vain for thpfe vivid beauties which once 
charmed me ; all beauty died with Lady 

Julia. 

In 
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In this fpot, where we have fo ofteii^ 
walked together, I give way to all the vo- 
luptuoufnefs of forrow ; I recall thofe happy 
days which are sever to return ; a thoufand 
tender ideas ru{h on:my memory ; ; I recoi^ 
le£l thofe dear moments of "Confidence and ^ 
friend(hip engraved for ever on my heart ; 
I ftiU hear the fweet accents of that Toice^ , 
ftill behold that matchlefs form ; I fee her 
every moment, before me, in all the play-' 
fuhiefs of youth and innocence ; I fee her/ 
parents gazing on her as fhe pafles,with thati 
Uvely tranfport a parent only can know^ . 

It was here her rifing bluOies firft difco^ 
vcred to me the fecret of her heart r it was 
here the lovelieft of mankind firfl implor^« 
me to favor his pai&on for my fwcet friend*^- 

Pleafed with the- tender forrow whuih- 

poffeffed all my foul, I«determined to in* 

dulge it to the utmoft ; andi revolving in 

my imagination the happy hours of chear-» 

I 6 f ul 
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/ful friendfliip to which that fmiling fcenc 
had been witnefs, prolonged my walk till 
evening had> almoft unpcrceived, fpreadit^ 
gloomy horrors round ; till the varied tint^ 
•of the flowers were loft in the deepening 
ihades of night. . 

Awaking at once from the reverre la 
which I h?id been.plungedy I found myfelf 
at a diftance from the houfe, juft entering 
•tht little wood fo loVed by my charming 
/rifend ; the every moment increafing dark- 
nefs gave an awful gloom to the trees ; I 
flopped, I looked round, not a human 
form was in fight; Iliftened, and heard not 
^ found but the trembling of fome pop- 
lars ia the wood ; I called, but the echo 
qf my own voice was the only anfwer I re** 
ceived ; a dreary filence reigned around; a 
terror I i^ever feit before feized me ;. my 
h/eart panted with timid apprehenfion; 
1 bi;eatlied fliort, I ftarted at every leaf that 
Biov^^d; my limbs were covered with a 
' ... cold 
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cold dew; I fancied I faw a thoufand airy 
forms flit around me ; I fecmed to hear the 
fiuieks of the dead and dying : there is no 
dcfcribing my horrors. 

At the moment when my fears had al- 
moft depriTed me of fenfe, I faw Colonel 
Mandeville approach ; I concealed from 
him the terrors of rty fdiil, left thciy (boald 
add to the forrow which conmmed hhn : 
he addreffed me in a faltering Yoice, con- 
dufted me to to the houfe almoft without 
fpeaking, and leading me into the faloon 
' — Oh! Bellville ! how fhall I defcribe what 
I felt on entering the room ! 

Is not death of itfelf fufficiently dread- 
ful^ that we thus clothe it in additional 
terrors, by the horrid apparatus with which 
we fuflfer it to be attended? The room was 
hung with black, lighted up to fhew the 
aifefting objefts it contained, and in the 
midft, in their coffins^ the breathlefs bodies 

of 
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of the haple& lovers: on a couch near 
them, fupported by Emily Howard, the 
wretched mother wringing her hands in all 
the agony of defpair. Lord Behnont 
ftanding by the bodies, looking at them al- 
t^nateiy, weeping over his child, and 
raifing his defponding eyes to Heaven, be* 
feeching the God of mercy to relieve him 
from thi$ load of mifery, and to put a fpeedy 
period to that life which was bow robbed 
of all its happinefs. 

I approached Lady Julia's coffin ; I giazed • 
eagerly on her angel countenance, ferene 
as that of a fleeping infant ; I kifTed her 
lifelefs lips, which ftill wore the fmile of 
innocence and peace. Bellville, may my 
laft end be like hers ! may I meet her in 
the regions of immortality ! Never ihall I 
forget her gentle virtues, or the delight I 
found in her friendfhip. 

5h« 
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She was wrapped in a loofe robe of white 
fatten ; her head covered with a veil of 
gauze: the village maids, who laid her in the 
coffin,had adorned her with the f reiheft flow* 
ers ; they ftood at an awful diftance, weep* 
ing her hard fate and their own : they have 
entreated to watch around her thisnight| 
an^ to bear her to*morrow to the grave. 

I hid ftood ibme time lookmg on the 
dear remains of Lady Julia, when Colonel 
Mandeville took my hand, and leading me 
to the coffin in which his fon's were depo- 
fitcd; "Lady Anne," faidhe, " you have for- 
" got your once favored friend, your once 
*' gay, once lovely , Harry Mandeville. 
'< Behold all that death has left of the darl« 
'' ing of a fond parent's heart ! The graces 
" of that form are loft ; thofe lips have 
" ceafed to ut<er the generous fentiment^ 
" of the nobleft heart which ever beat; but 
** never will his varied perf eftions be blotted 
*' from the mind of his father.'* 

lap- 
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I approached the moft lovely of men ; the 
traces of forrow were vifible on his coun- 
tenance ; he died in the moment when he 
heard the happincfs which had been vainly 
intended for him. My tears ft reamed afrefh 
when I beheld him, when I remembered the 
fweet hours we had pafled together, the gay 
fcenes which hope had painted to our 
hearts; I wept over the friend I had fo loved, 
I preffed his cold hand to my lips. 

Bellville! I am now aceuftoi&ed to 
horrors. 

We have prevailed on the wretched pa- 
rents to retire : Emily Howard and I have 
entreated to watch our angel friends till 
midnight, and then leave them to the village 
fiQaids, to whom Lady Julia's weepmg at- 
tendants infill on being joined. 

* I dread the rifing of to-morrow^s fun j he 
Was meant to ligfit us to happinefs. 

a Bellville! 
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Thurfday morning. 

Bcllville! this morning is come: this 
morning once fo ardently expefted : who 
ihall ever dare to fay, " To-morrow I will 
.« be happy V\ 

At dawn of day we returned to the faloon ; 
we bid a laft adieu to the loved remains ; 
my Lord and Colonel Mandevillc had been 
before us: they were going to clofe the 
coffins, when Lady Belmont burft wijdly 
into the room; fht called eagerly for her 
Julia, for the idol of her agonizing foul : 
** Let mc once more behold my child, let 
'^ me once more kifs thofe icy lips: oh! 
.« Julia! this day firft^avc thee birth; this 
^* day fond hope fet dovra for thy bridals,; 
" this day wc rcfign thee to the gravel" 

Overcome by the excefs of her foprow, 
fhe fainted into the arms of her woman; we 
took that opportunity to convey her from 

this 
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this fcene of tcrrgrs : her fenfes are not yet 
returned.' 

Thurfday evening. 

What a day have I paffed! may the 
idea of it be ever be blotted frbni my 
mind! 

Nine o'clock* 

The fed proceffion begins; the whole til- 
lage attend io tears ; they prefs to perform 

•the laft nielanchoiy dutks| her fervants 
crowd eagerly round; they weep, they 
beat their bofoms, they call on their angelic 
miftrefs, they kifs the paH that covers her 
•briathlefs form. Borne by the youngeft 

•of the village maads-^h! Belhille! never 
more (hall I behold her! the laveh^eft of 
her fex, the friend on whom my heart 
doated— one grave receives the haplefs 
loverir* 



Vxtj 
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They move on — far other proceffions— 
but who flxall refift the hand of Heaven! 

Emily Howard comes this way ; flie has 
left the wretched parents : there is a wild- 
nefs in her air which chills my blood; (he 
will behold her friend once more; flic 
propofes to meet and join the proceifion: I 
embraced the offer with tranfport — the 
tranfport of enthuiiaflic Ibrrow— 

Wehayc beheld the clofing fcene— Bell- 
ville, my heart is breaking — the pride of ^ 
the world, the lovelteft pair that ever 
breathed the vital air» are now cold and 
iaammatc in the grare^ 



To 
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To Colonel Bell V ILL E. 

Sunday morning. 

I AM juft come from chapel with Lady 
Belmont^ who has been pouring out the 
forrows of her foul to her Creator, with a 
fervor of devotion* which a mind like heirs 
alone can feel: when ihe approached the 
feat once filled by Lady Julia, the tears 
dreamed involuntarily down her cheeks ; ihe 
wiped them away, Ihe raifed her eyes to 
Heaven, and falling on her knees, with a 
hxk of pidvsrefignatfon', feemed to facrifice 
her grief to her God; or at leaft to fufpend 
the exprelEon of it in his prefence. 

Next Sunday (he goes to the parilh. 
church, where the angelic pair are interred; 
I dread her feeing the vanity yet think (he 
cannot too foon vifit every place which 
nuil renew the exccfs of her affliAion ; (he 

will 
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Will theB,and not till then, find by degrees 
thc'Tiolenceof her forrow fubfide, and give 
way to that pleafing melancholy, that ten- 
der regret, which, however ftrange it may 
appear, is one ^of the moft charming fenfa- 
4:ions of.the human heart. 

Whether it be that the miod abhors no- 
thing like a ftate of inaftion, or from what- 
ever x:aufe I know not, but grief ijfelf is 
more agreable to us than indifferenos; nay, 
if not too exquifite, is in the higbeft degree 
delightful; of which the pleafure we take 
in tragedy, or in talking of our dead friends, 
is a ftf iking prjoof : we wilh not to be cured 
of what we feel on thefe accafions ; jtbe teats 
we ihed are charming, we even indulge in 
thejn. Bellville, does not the very word /»- 
dulge ihcw the fenfation to be pleafurable? 

I have juft now a letter from .my niece; 
ihe is in defpair at this. dreadful event; ^ 
ikes the amiable, the venerable parents, 

whofe 
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wihok happmefs was the ardent wiih of her 
(ovlI, and from whom ihe had received every 
iHTOof of efteem and friendfhip^ reduced to 
theextremeftmifery by the hand of him fhe 
loves: for ever excluded from Belmonty for 
ever to them an objed of horror, (he feems 
to herfelf guilty of their wretchednefs, Ihe 
feems to have flruck the fatal^blow. 

Since Mr.Mandeville's death, (he has left 
Lady Mary ; whofe tears, ihe fancied, were 
redoubled at heriight. 

Nor is (he lefs wretched on Lord Mehin's 
account: (he is diftra&ed with her terrors 
for his life; which is however fafe by Mr. 
Mandeville*s generous care, who, when ex- 
piring, gave teftimony to his innocence. 

You will oblige me by begging of Lady 

Betty to take her at preient under her pro- 

tedion : it ill fuits the delicacy of her fex 

and birth to remain i& London alone and 

4 uncon* 



Lady JuwA Makdeviille. 191 

unconnefted :^ with your amiable jnotjier,* 
&e cannot fail of being happy. 

I had perfuaded Lady BehxK)nt to walk 
in the garden ; (he went with me, leaning 
on my arm, when, the door being opened, 
the firfl: objeft that ftruck her fight was 
the payilUon raifed for the marriage of her 
daughter, which none of us had thought 
of having removed. 

She ftari42d, (he returned haftily to her 
apartmentj and, throwing herfclf on a couch, 
gave a loofc to all the anguifh of her foul. 

Bellville, every objeft (he meets will re- 
mind her of the darling of her heart. ' 

My Lord and Colonel Mandeville are to- 
gether; they are projefting a tomb for their 
lovely children : a tomb worthy the ardor 
of their own paternal aflS^ftion; worthy to 
perpetuate the memory of their virtues, 

their 
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their love, and their wretched fate. How 
often Ihall I vifit this tomb I how often ftrcW 
it with the fwcetcft flowers ! 



Sunday afternoon. 

As I paffed this moment through the fa- 
loon, I went mechanicaHy to the window 
from whence we ufed to contemplate the 
happy groupe of villagers. Bellville, how 
was I ftruck with the change! not one of 
the late joyous train appeared ; all was a 
difmal fcene of filent unibcial folitude: loft 
to the idea of pleafur^, all revere, all par- 
take, the forrows of their godlike benefac- 
tors : with Lady Julia, all joy has left the 
once charming {hades of Belmont. 

LordFondville is gone paft with his bride, 
in all the fplendor of exulting trajifport.- 
Scarce can I forbear accusing Heaven I the 
worthlefs live and profper ; the virtuous link 
untimely to the gravel 

My 
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• ShiTy Lord has-ordered the pavillion to bo 
removed 5 he will build -aa obelifk on the 
Ipot where it flood, on the fpot once dedi- 
cated to the happinefs of his child. 

A ftrailger has been to-day at the pitri(h 
church, enquiring for the grave of Mr. 
Mandeville ; his bejiaviour witneffed the 
/ raofl lively forrow : it can be no other thaa 
'^' Mr. Herbert. I have told this to my Lord, 
who will write and alk him to Belmont, 
that he may mix his tears with ours ; who-^ 
ever loved Mr. Mandeville, will be here | 
moft welcome gueft. 



VoL.IL K Ihirt 
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' Mxmi^y mornings 

I have perfuadcd L^dy Bdnaont to go 
out for an hour with me in my chariot this 
morning : Vfc are to go a private road, 
where we are fure of not feeing a blmaQ 
being. 

Adieu ! 

A. WlLMOT> 



To 
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To the Earl of Belmont. 

Mount Melvin, Wednefday, 

My Lord, 

IF my regret for the late dreadful event, 
an event embittered by the circum- 
ftances your laft letter communicated to me, 
could receive any increafe, it certainly mufl 
from the generous behaviour of Mr. Man- 
deville, whofe care for my unhappy fon, 
when expiring, is a proof his blood was 
drawn from the fame fource as your Lord- 
fliip's. Yes, he was indeed worthy the hap- 
ptnefs you intended him, worthy the ho* 
nored name of Mandeville* 

Relieved, by the noble conduct of your 
lamented Jcinfraan, from the fears I enter- 
tained for my fon's life, my forrow for the 
K 2 tjjiiferie^ 
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niferies he has occafioned is only the more 
fevere: I feel with unutterable anguifli that 
my ancient friencj, the friend of my earlieft 
youth, is childlefs by the crime of him 
who owes his being to me : the blow his 
hand unwillingly ftruck has reached the 
heart of the incomparable Lady Julia : I 
think of her angelic perfeftions, of the un- 
timely fate which has robbed the world of 
its lovelieft ornament, and almoft wilh ne- 
ver to have been a father. 

Lady Rochdale and Louifa are in tears 
by me ; for ever excluded from Belmont, 
they look on themfelves as exiles, though 
at home. The horrors of mind under 
w ich my fon labors are unutterable ; he 
entreats to fee Colonel Mandeville ; to ob- 
tain his pardon for that involuntary crime> 
which has deftroyed all the happinefs of 
Kis life. 



wa 
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Will you, my friend, once more admit 
us ? allow us one interview with yourfelf 
and Colonel Mandeville ? I afk no more, 
nor will ever repeat the vifit : I could noc 
fupport the fight of Lady Belmont* 

I am, my Lordi 

Your Lordihip*s mofl faithful, 

though wretched friend, 

RoCHDALEr 



K 3 T# 
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To the Earl of RotHDALE. 

Belmont, Wednefday. 

My Lord, 

/CONVINCED Lord Melm is more 
^-^ unfortunate than culpable, it would 
be cruel to treat hifiti as a crioiiifal: I feel a 
horror I cannot conquer at the idea of ever 
receiving the vifit your Loridfliip has pro- 
|>ofed} bar; confcious of the injuftice of in- 
dulging it, I facrifice it to our antient friend- 
fhip, and only poftpone, not refufe, the 
vifit : I will flruggle with the reluftance of 
my heart, to fee the guiltlefs author of my 
niifery, as foon as he is publicly exculpated 
from the crime he at prefent ftands charged 
with. Colonel Mandeville muft appear as 
his accufer: Wretched as his hand has made 
me, juftice obliges me to bear witnefs to 
his innocence : Lady Anne Wilmot, who 
3 * was 
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^as prefent at Mr. Mandeville's dying de- 
daration, is ready to confirm my evidence: 
Lord Melvin therefore has nothing to fear. 
The trial once paft, I will endeavor to pre* 
vail on Colonel Mandcville and Lady Bel* 
mont to make the fame painful facrifice to 
friendfliip, to which time and reafon willj I 
hope, perfeftly reconcile us 5 but your Lord-** 
fliip will, on a moment's reflexion, be con- 
vinced that, till this is paft, it would be in- 
decent in me to fee Lord Melvm* 

We are greatly obliged to Lady Roch- 
dale and Lady Louifa ; the time of whofe 
vifit their own politenefs and fenfibility wil4 
regulate; it is a fevere addition to my 
wretchednefs, that the family of my friend 
is fo fatally involved in it. 

Oh ! Lord Rochdale ! you are a father, 

and can pity us: you can judge the an- 

guilh fo wliiqh we muft ever be a prey : 

sever more fliall we know a chearfulhour ;' 

K 4 our 
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our loft child will be ever at oiar hearts : 
when 1 remember her filiai fweetnefs,. her 
angel virtues, her matchlefs perfeftions. — 
the only view we had in life was. to fee her 
happy : that is paft, and all is now a dreary 
wild before us. Time may blunt the keen 
edge of ibrrow,. and enable us to bear the 
load of life with patience ; but never muft 
we hope the return of peace. 

The fhortnefs of life, and the confident* 
tion how much of our own is paft, are the 
only confolations we can receive : it cannot 
be long before we reJQjn our beloved child i 
Ye have only ta pray for that ardently ex- 
pelled hour, which will re-unite us to all 
wc love. 

Why will man lay fchemes of lafting 
felicity ? By an over-folicitude to continue 
my family and name, and fecure the hap- 
pinefs of my child, I have defeated my own 
purpofe, and fatally deftroyed both. 

Humbled 
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Humbled in the duft^ I confefs the hand 
of Heaven i the pride of birth, the gran* 
dear of my houfe^ Ixad too great a ihare 
ift my refoltes! 

Oh! my friend? — but I confider the 
hand which directed the blowi and fvd^mTt 
to the will of my God. 

I am, &c« 

Belmont; 



T% 
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To Colonel BsLLVtLLE* 

Belmont, Sondjty noYAingi 

T AM defired by my Lord to aik you 
;*- hither, and beg you will bring my 
niece with you. Lady Belmont joins in 
the requeft ; her noblenefs of fentiment has 
conquered the.rdu^n<]e Ihe had to fee her; 
flie has even promifed to endeavor to bear 
|h€ fight isi Lord Melvin, but I fear this 
is more than is in her power ; ihe fainted 
when the requeft was firft made. Lady 
Mary is expe&ed here this evening. 

Bellville, you are coming to Belmont, 
©nee the fmiling paradife of friendftiip. 
Alas ! how changed from that once happy 
abode! Where are thofe blamelefspleafures, 
that convivial joy, thofe fweet follies, 
♦which once gave fuch charms to this place ? 

Fpr 
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Fof eter gcae, for et^ cbacnged to a glodmy 
iadnefs, fot arer laur^ed with Lady JuH^* 

Lady Belmont ftrugglcs nobly with her 
grief; ihe has c^fifented to fee her friends^ 
to fee all .who will hear her talk of her 
child ; a tender melancholy has taken place 
of thofe horrors which it wa^ innpoifible 
lemgta fopport and lite. 

Cob&dl Maadevrlie h to ftay at Behkiom.; 
they are to indulge in all the voluptuouf- 
Aefs of foiir6W { €h«y ^t to lit all day and 
'»ilk of dieh' DMtchlefsi chikkefiy Md count 
tbt iKMri till they follow them to the grave* 
They hare. invited M, who will join id teari 
with them; the coach i» gtfoe tO^day for 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert. 

Emily Howard and I bead our whole 
thoughts to ifind out means to foften their 
forrows ; I hope much from your conver- 
fation^ and the endearing feniibility of your 

foul ; 
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foul ; it is; not by rdiftihg, but By fpotli- 
ing grief, diat we muft heal the wounded 
heart. 

There is one pleafure to which they can 
BtTer be infenfible, the pleafure of reKeying 
the miferies of others i to divert their atten- 
tion from the fad objjs£)» which now engrofs 
them, we muit find out the retreats of 
wretchednefs ; we mud point out diftrefs 
which it is in their power to alleviate. 

Oh! Bellvillel But in vain does the pride 
of human wifdom feck to explore the coun^ 
fek of the Moft High! Certain of the pa- 
ternal care of our Creator^ our pan is fub« 
miilion to his wilU 
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